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A look at Arabic computer magazines 


By Zeifl Nasser 
Star Staff Writer 

IF YOU manage to visit a good 
bookshop this month, you might 
be surprised at the number of Ar¬ 
abic computer magazines on of¬ 
fer. It scents as though our book¬ 
shelves have suddenly Tilled 
with these magazines, and the 
thing that strikes you first is that 
none of them arc Jordanian. 
These magazines deserve- a look 
and we're going to start this 
week with two of them. 

Let's start with Al-Computer 
& Electronics, a Saudi magazine 
published by Dar Al-Spyyad In¬ 
ternational which is the oldest 
magazine of the bunch. The 
magazine has undergone a lot of 
development 
over Lite years j*/ 
and currently ** 
leads the Saudi By \ 

market, . which 
includes a very f \ A 

big readership, 
and is said to 
lead the market 
all over the re- 
gion. .What's it 
like? Well, of 
course, there's a 
lot of emphasis .a 

on the Saudi « Ju 

market which is ^ 

quite active; you y Vr^! 
can count on it to 
always report on 
the latest prod- 
ucis and has re- 
cently been in- a 

eluding a special 
supplement for beginners. 

Al-Computer & Electronics' is 
the kind of magazine that should 
satisfy all your needs, but its sec¬ 
tions are noL arranged in a relax¬ 
ing manner for the reader, while 
articles and news pages seem to 
lack a proper design.This results 
in solid blocks of text spreqd out 
all over the page. The magazine 
is also very technical. U should 
find admiration among the pro¬ 
fessional computer community, 
but I don't know if normal home 
Risers would enjoy it. Having 
said this, the truth must be told 
that there are lots of advertise¬ 
ments and announcements which 
can really help the user and 
could serve as a monthly com¬ 
puter directory. However, you'd 
have to be living in the Gulf to 
jnake use of such features. - 

PC users should especially en¬ 
joy the magazine since it offers 


very comprehensive coverage of 
the latest in the PC world. It has 
around 60 pages, mostly made 
out of news including the latest 
developments, reviews of the lat- 
csl products and interesting arti¬ 
cles. 

Apple magazine is the second 
magazine we're going to be look¬ 
ing au It’s published by Pholoscl- 
ting Ltd. based in London and 
reports on the news of the re¬ 
gional Macintosh market. This 
magazine is jointly financed by 
Apple dealers 
all over the re¬ 
gion to satisfy 
die need for a 
dedicated Apple 
magazine on the 
market since all 
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P the other mag¬ 
azines, Al- 
Computer & 
Electronics in¬ 
cluded, focus 
on the IBM PC 
& compatibles 
market, 

Tins magazine gets top marks 
for design and arrangement of 
contents making it very enjoya¬ 
ble to read. The paper Is of good 
quality and the torn used in the 
text is considerably sized and is 


relaxing to the eye. It includes 
well written articles which are in 
some cases very technical, but 
have a general tendency to be 
simple. Lots of news and re¬ 
views of the latest Mac products 
are included and there are some 
helpful technical advice pages. 

The magazine is of superior 
design, yet it doesn't seem to 
have the major characteristic Al- 
Computer & Electronics has. It 
docs not really servo Mac users 
as a directory of 
all the latest 
products and 
where and how 
to get them 
which, in my 
humble opin¬ 
ion, is slowly 
becoming a ma¬ 
jor factor for 
the success of 
many oilier 
computer maga¬ 
zines all over 

_ the world. Still, 

w*** ^ it's a young 

magazine 

-W m whi ch should 

u “Ulu 1x1 cnc 0 ur ascd 

by Mac users 
WpWF all over the re¬ 

gion since it 
clearly has great potcntiul. 

Al-Computer & Electronics is 
priced at JD 1.50 while Apple 
Magazine is priced at JD 1.00, 
both of which are reasonably 
priced. Wo hope this will en¬ 
courage Jordanian computer us¬ 
ers ip buy the Arabic computer 
publications leading up to the 
day when we publish our own 
computer magazines, which will 
do us and our local market a lot 
of good. ■ 


Virus alert: 

Michelangelo in March^ 

"NO VIRUS is that scary,” commented an expert, "besides for 
every vims there is a remedy. It’s just a mailer of gelling ai 
rus killer to do llic job.” Is it really dial simple? What if ife 
user did not receive the required virus killer on time?! Why da 
we even have vi ruses? 1 

No doubt, such questions must have rushed through your 
mind every now and then at the simple discussion of the took 
or computer viruses. Well, these thoughts should be worrK 
you a bit more than usual these days, as is the ease with ihe rest 
of the computer community all over the world. The reason hi 
rumor going around that toe Michelangelo Virus, named after 
the great artist, is sitting dormant in millions of computer sys¬ 
tems all over the world wailing for 6 March to arrive to become 
active and wreck computer systems on an international scale. It 
could cause a global information chaos! 

Why the sixth of next month? Because that day so happens to 
mark the birth of this famous Italion painter and sculptor, The 
vims program should be able to use the computer's internal 
clock, found in almost every PC, to determine whether or not 
to wake up and terrorize computer users. As of midnight the vi¬ 
rus should become active and start wrecking hard disk drives 
leading users to the inevitable futc of having to erase his hard 
disk. Still, destroying a few lens of megabytes is nothing com¬ 
pared to destroying complete national networks upon which a 
whole nation could be dependent in running certain aspects of 
ils daily life. 

The Michelangelo virus cun he removed by many vims kill' 
ers since it's been around for many months now; however, new 
versions of the virus ore not removable yet. The main problem, 
in litis ease, is (hat users don't remove a virus until they assume 
thnt it exists in the system or when they undergo their usual 
scanning for viruses. Ibis menus that nil inactive vims could 
slip through a virus scan mid would not arouse die suspicion of 
users until it actually strikes. 

Certain experienced computer users capable of reading and 
changing Hex and ASCII code, might be able to delect the * 
sleeping virus und even erase it! But, as we previously sa», 1 
most users arc inexperienced uqil very few doubt that their j 
computer could be sick. Somehow, I think that this whole thing; 
is slightly exaggerated since the virus couldn't have found« 
way into nil Uic computer systems in die world. . j 

Should die world mm off its computers on the s,xlh 5f?K : 
mondi? What if the sixth arrives am! nodiing happens? inis .• 
must be the first world-wide virus scare to hit us. It has brougn 
up new Issues regarding whether or not it is intelligent lo p l 
everything into computers and how to create more ciucicni 
methods of virus killing. For the moment, nobody 
slightest idea of how to create such on effective programme ..j 
since virus writers are bound to keep on improving ineir®: 
siructivc creations. MI ; 

At the end of the day it oil boils down to the will off trcjjjj< 
coders against that of the programmers responsible Tor wmo 
up with a virus killer. Surely, they can meet somewhere^ 
way. For our sake, I hope so. In die meantime, why aoniy™ 
give your good old PC a check. ■ 
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A non-conventional look at 
Jordanian affairs: 
♦Prohibition stirs controversy 
♦Government dispenses bitter 
medicine 

♦ArabSat III takes over 
♦Snow thieves have a feast 
♦Expats miss deadline 


GBM holds seminar on Open System^wantfo stars in 


Ml cut down on lh» numb trot 
Work Isrsaksl 


GULF BUSINESS Machines 
(GBM Jordan) in cooperation 
widi Jordan Computer Society 
(JCS) held an Execudve Confer¬ 
ence on Open Systems In dip 
Amman Plaza Hotel on 19 Feb¬ 
ruary, 1992. The recent growth 
of Open Systems has Inevitably 
created*many concepdons, ideas 
and definitions in the informa¬ 
tion technology arenas. To help 
customers find their, way througn 
the Open Systems maze and un¬ 


derstand IBM's Open System's 
commitment was the main idea 
behind organizing this one-day 
event. 

The conference was intended for 
ITT management and profession¬ 
als. Ii provided an overview and 
positioning of IBM's products 
and strategies for Open Systems. 
It was presented by Mr Steve 
Bates, European Open Systems 
Center in London and included 
the history, origins and defini¬ 


tions of Open Systems, i 
included information on J 
strategy and products 
compliance wSh indusuy.*! 
dards. Mr Bates also ■ 
multi-vendor connecU^ 

the major players of die nttj 

Two sessions were b 
morning session for in ,p 
sional participants inc W 
fee reception and an ewn 
sion addressing DP ^ 
including cocktail reception 
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Government dispenses 
'bitter medicine 1 

■ The government has finally 
put an end to a spate of rumors 
Vi/hen it announced last Sunday 
its decision to increase the prices 
of first grade (super) gasoline, 
diesel oil and fuel oil for indus¬ 
try. In an emotional announce¬ 
ment "a responsible source" said 
the new measures come in ful¬ 
fillment of the 18-month long 
economic adjustment program. 
The source said these increases 
conclude the government's eco¬ 
nomic and fiscal measures for 
this year, meaning that die citi¬ 
zens should not expect any more 
increases for the rest of 1992. 

The decisions were announced 
on the eve of yet another snow 
blizzard which hit the country on 
Monday. Many Jordanians be¬ 
lieved the announcement was ill- 
timed. A government source said 
the decision was postponed for 
at least two months bwause of 
bad weather, but IMP pressures 
and with only a few weeks for 
Ramadan, it was decided to an¬ 
nounce the increases now. 

While the majority of Jordani¬ 
ans were happy that the price of 
regular gasoline did not change, 
many were shocked at the 40 per 
cent increase in the price of heat¬ 
ing oil. The "responsible source" 
said only 10 per cent of fuel oil 
(solar) goes for heating Jordani¬ 
an homes and that the rest is 
used by trucks for overland 
freight. The government sought 
to cushion the rise in heating oil 
by paying a compensation of no 
more than JD 100 during this 
year to those whose income does 
not exceed JD 300 monthly. But 


the source did not explain how 
those eligible can claim their 
compensation. The government 
will also compensate bakeries to 
sustain the price of bread. Farm¬ 
ers who use fuel oil-powered 
pumps will also be compensated. 
According to the same source, 
the latest measures will help Jor¬ 
dan reschedule most of its debts 
for 1992 and the first half of 
1993, while increasing the king¬ 
dom's foreign currency reserves 
and maintaining die stability of 
the Jordanian dinar. 

A Ministry of Supply order 
was issued the same day adjust¬ 
ing the prices of first grade gaso¬ 
line, heating oil and fuel oil as 
follows: 

First grade gasoline 300 fils/ 
liter. 

Heating oil (solar) 105 His/ 
liter. 

Fuel oil JD 65/ion, except for 
the electric sector which will 
continue to purchase its oil al JD 
41.400/ton. 

While most Jordanians have 
been preparing themselves for 
Sunday's news, most ore now 
worried about the ripple effects 
of the latest measures especially 
on the cost of living in general, 
prices of commodities and cer¬ 
tain services and people's pur¬ 
chasing power. 

The government tried to recruit 
the support of deputies to its lat¬ 
est decision, but only few depu¬ 
ties come out publicly in favor, 
The Lower House was expected 
to debate the measures Wednes¬ 
day. Some deputies accused the 
government of breaking its post 
promise of prior consultation 
with the Houso before adopting 
austerity measures. By mid-week 
and as a fresh snow storm hit the 


I promise you 
that if they ban 
liquor and I am 
sober again 
never to vote for 
s ,• any of them 


country, it was clear that the 
government's move was becom¬ 
ing deeply unpopular. 

Prohibition stirs 
controversy 

■ A witty Lower House deputy 
dubbed it "The Black Label" ses¬ 
sion, referring to last Wednes¬ 
day's vote by the House endors¬ 
ing a Legal Committee 
recommendation to ban liquor 
and calling on the government to 
prepare a draft law to that effect. 

The motion was adopted by 34 
votes in favor and 20 against. 
Only 54 of the 80 deputies at¬ 
tended the session. A number of 
(hose who attended withdrew be¬ 
fore the voting look place. They 
included Christian and secular 
deputies. Their withdrawal gave 
the Islamist deputies total con¬ 
trol of the healed debates that 
look place. Only two deputies 
who arc also Legal Committee 
members, Mohummad Fnris Al 
Tarawnch and Far is Al Nubulsi, 
put up a strong fight against die 
proposal calling it unconstitu¬ 
tional. 

Deputy- Sheikh Abdel Boqi 
Jammo defended die pronosnl 
and said that even if the liquor 


. Shihmi 

industry supports the budget and 
creates jobs, other avenues 
should be tried to battle unem¬ 
ployment. 

The proposal calls on the gov¬ 
ernment to prepare a draft law 
banning the consumption, manu¬ 
facturing and trading of liquor in 
Jordan. The government should 
now by law prepare such a draft, 
but this could lake months, if not 
years of legal haggling. Even if 
the draft law is sent to parlia¬ 
ment, it would need a twn-tliirds 
majority to pass by both the 
Lower and Upper houses. 

Observers say last week's mo¬ 
tion and the ensuing controversy 
should not reflect negatively on 
Jordan's democratic process. 
"The Islamists pushed for die de¬ 
bate to satisfy their electorate. 
It's a stum, that's nil," said one 
political analyst, "it is now up to 
the government and to the S 38 
million liquor industry to fight 
back and they have many strong 
arguments on their side." 

A government official said that 
that world should not see this 
event as a lilt towards extremism 
by Jordan. "Such a move (by the 
Islamists) was expected," lie 
said. "We could not object to it 
at diis stage because we (the 
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Eastern Art Report invites papers for its two major conferences 

this year— 

Third World or Tired World 

Issues in Architecture & Development 
SOAS London, 19 June 1992 

Islamic Art in Crisis 

Third in a Series of Seminars on Islamic Art in the 1990s 
■ London, date and venue to be announced 

Jnjformation please write to: Sajii Rizvi, Managing Editor 
NEAR, P O Box 571,172 Castelnau, London SW13 9DH, UK 
Tel. (44 81] 7415878 • Fax [44 81] 7415671 

whole span oflhemsual arts of Asia-from the Middle Ea-t to Japan. The traditional and contemmmn, 
aspects of the arts of the Islamic imrld and of South and Southeast Asia, China and Japan are eLmMed 7n 

Individual copje£7.00 ($15) Ind pp. Annual subscription (6 issues plus 2 free under Special Offer 
for nei^subsc^^^^^slveof airBhaildelive^UK£25* EurOpem ■ 

■ V the world £45. USAand Canada US$75 * All major credit cards accepted 







government) are not urn*.. I. 
this stage. But we willTfe! I 1 ' 
nowon." 

Tlic popular Arabic w, : 
Shilrnn, published a miZ 
ennoons on the liquor fc 

one of which criticized dSj ij 
lor wasting their time on ih^ 1 ! 
liibition law, while ignoring i** 
poruuu ones like the panic 

publications laws. * 

Foreign debts reduced * 

■ Central Bank of Jordan (CB) 1 
Governor Dr Mohammad Said-91 
Nabulsi has said that J«d»y*l 
foreign debts have fallen to ' 
about $7 billion from S83 bB-' 
lion two years ago. He estimated 
CB's foreign currency reserves a, 
$750 million in addition to *.Sj 
other $ 1 billion held by cummer- 
cial banks. Dr Nabulsi expected 
foreign aid to Jordan during iha lJ 
year to amount to $400 million, 
Meanwhile, talks were due to be¬ 
gin this Friday between Jordani¬ 
ans officials and the Paris Club 
of creditors in the French capital 
regarding the re-scheduling of- 
$5 billion Jordan owes to conn., 
tries in the club. Dr Nabulsi was' ., 
reported to have asked to be re¬ 
lieved of his duties on health r$. 
sons. No candidates have been 1 
named yet, but one source told 
The Star that Dr Nabulsi's resig¬ 
nation may lead to a wide-scale 
rc-shufflc of posts in the Central 
-Bank. 

ArabSat III takes over ; 

■ Minister or Communication^ 
Mr Jamal Al Snrairch flew iff 
France lust week to attend the; 
launching of the third satellite, 
for Arab telecommunicationsi od 
ArabSat Ill, which was launehttf 
from French Guyana on 26 
nmry. ArabSat III will take oyefj 
from ArabSat 1, which 
launched in orbit seven yep 
ago. ArabSat II was launched 
US shuttle Discovery in W 
1985, but has never been operas 
lional. The one-ton ArabSat ill* 
will be capable of managing 
8000 telephone calls and « 
television transmissions sirouiia 
ncously. 

Expats miss deadline. 

■ More than 6100 KuWlifc 
licensed cars have been wstnai 
cd by the Amman tw 
Dept, until last week, it w# 
ported. The deadline 
repatriation of about 16,5WL-a 
expired at the end of Fe 

but the government is cqnsHPS 
ing an extension because 
snow storm which hit thejM 
dom last week. Bui Curio'S 
Dept, sources expected^! 
than 4000 Kuwaili-licensed f 
to be re-exported because, 
owners could not pay c “j 
duty. Most of the new 
will be shipped loU«d 
who then resell the cars.W. 
and Kuwait. 

Thieves break into ®!'* 

■ The snow storm 
in Jordan to * 

few thieves who wgg 
portunity and 

than ten cars that wWj’j 
doned by their owriert ^ 
Queen Alialmernauon* ? 


-"“TI. Storm °* the centu >V Paralyses region 


I jjiaia*- 

Ihe biggest storm in 
evenly years. Some 

^Mediterranean countries 

Shas the storm of the 
more than 80- 
A winds swept through 

K from the north pole 
Iffi taving most of eastern 

Sy™.1*- 

occupy territories, Jor¬ 


dan, Lebanon, northern Iraq and 
north west Iran under a thick 
blanket of snow and ice. 

After three days of heavy 
snow fall, Jordanians began 
coming out of their besieged 
homes to an eerie moonscape. 
Snow was over hall a meter deep 
in most of the hilly and moun¬ 


tainous areas. In some parts of 
Amman, Irbid and Tafilch it 
reached 1.5 meters. And unlike 
the last four blizzards, this one 
defeated all efforts to keep the 
main roads and arteries of the 
kingdom open. Jordan was under 
die paralyzing spell of this storm 
for three days. Its hypnotic effect 


stretched from the isolated north 
to the cut-off south. Even the 
lower parts of Amman failed to 
shed off the 35 centimeter thick 
skin and its bewildered inhabi¬ 
tants were snowed in for another 
day after the blizzard's depar¬ 
ture. 

Then the bulldozers arrived, 
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slicing their way into the fluffy 
while matter ail over the king¬ 
dom to open roads and revive 
the country's arteries, and in do¬ 
ing so they created an almost 
surrealistic terrain with icy boul¬ 
ders and frozen shapes scattered 
along the newly-opened roads. It 
looked like a war zone with cra¬ 
ters, trenches and barricades all 
made of snow that siood deflant- 

Continued on page 5 
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Polio outbreak prompts 
national immunization drive 


By Kate Daniels 

Star Staff Writer 

REPORTS OF a recent outbreak 
of polio in the kingdom prompt¬ 
ed the launching of a massive 
immunization campaign on 
Monday by the Ministry of 
Health. The outbreak, which first 
emerged in December last year, 
met the ministry and health au¬ 
thorities with some alarm, espe¬ 
cially since Jordan had been de¬ 
clared free of the disease for a 
number of years. The official 
number of cases quoted so far 
has been 32, with 22 of these in 
the centra] and northern pans of 
the Jordan Valley region. 

Polio (poliomyelitis) is an in¬ 
fectious, virus-caused disease 
which largely affects children 
under the age of Five and often 
results in physical disablement. 
Since an extensive immunization 
program was started in 1979 


covering polio, measles, diphthe¬ 
ria, tetanus and whooping cough 
vaccinations, there have been no 
officially reported cases of the 
disease. 

Through constant monitoring 
of infectious diseases in the 
kingdom, the Ministry of Health 
was alerted following clinical 
suspicions that polio had re¬ 
curred in parts of jjic Jordan Val¬ 
ley. Dr Adnan Abbas, permanent 
secretary aL the ministry;said (hat 
in the light of such fears, a mass 
vaccination campaign amongst 
the under-fives was immediately 
organized in the affected area. 
This then led to the idea for a na¬ 
tionwide campaign. 


"Jordan has been free of die 
disease for many years, and so a 
single, confirmed case would 
constitute an epidemic in our un¬ 
derstanding," said Dr Abbas, 
keen to dispel fears that the dis¬ 
ease is reaching giant propor¬ 
tions. 

A confirmed diagnosis that the 
vims was once again active in 
the environment cainc on the 15 
February from a World Health 
Organization (WHO) reference 
laboratory in the Netherlands. 
Within only three days, the Unit¬ 
ed Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) sent 1,200,000 doses 
of vaccine to Jordan, sufficient 
to protect 600,000 infants. 


From there, the Ministry of 
Health set up an operation room, 
launched a public information 
campaign and ensured mass me¬ 
dia coverage for their iiucnsivc 
immunization drive. C(xmlmat¬ 
ing with both the- WHO and the- 
private sector, the ministry has 
now established vaccination sta¬ 
tions at all of its medical centers 
and hospitals, and those run by 
the Royal Medical Services, 
UNRWA, the Noor A! Hussein 
Foundation, die Queen Alia So¬ 
cial Welfare Fund, the Ministry 
of Social Development and other 
cooperating organizations. 

Although the program has 
been disrupted so far by snow 



Now, Royal Jordanian flies direct 
from Amman to Toronto. 

On November 7th, Royal Jbtdanian adds another Maple leaf.to 
its existing Canadian operation ~ Montreal. 

Fly every Thursday on our luxurious TriStar.ftom Amman to 
Toronto, arriving the same evening to pursue ywur planned 


activities. 


Royal Jordanian, oine of the most dynam ic airlines 1$ always adding 
new destinations to ics network foryopr comfort and. convenience. 
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and adverse weather cond^' ^ 

the ministry hopes pV 

will continue to bring thfi I* 

dren to be immunized voimun. * cl 
iy.Thus they have of£t & 
vaccines free of chaoiS ** 
participants in the campaign a’i * 
die condition that all yK * 

arc used, so that none mS 4 

and no-onc is at risk. ’ 

Dr Abbas said that the uBl 
mgn has three specific ainn *? 
Firstly," he said, "we St 
vaccinate all infants under ^ 
age of five who have not m &‘ 
ccivcd the vaccine. So far w 
have a coverage of about 92pei- 
cent of children under one yea,' 
and a 98 percent coverage of 
children under two years." 

The second aim is to rcvacci- : 
nalc: "Due to the nature of gg 
vaccine, five percent of childiea 
do not develop sufficient immu¬ 
nity. This campaign will allov 
all children to be revaccinaied, 
including those children wto 
have developed an immunity* 
he said. 

The third aim of the campaign 
is to diminish the offending vi¬ 
rus in the environment. Dr Ab¬ 
bas explained: "When we man 
vaccinate the people we increase 
the amount of 'weak vims' in the. 
environment, which will in bun 
be sufficient to replace the 'wild 
virus' which causes the disease 
Because the vaccine is given by 
mouth, it is expelled through fe¬ 
ces, circulates In the sewers and 
can replace the harmful 'wild vi> 
rus’." 

Reasons behind the recent re¬ 
currence of the disease femah: 
vague. Half of ihe currenLreport-j 
cd cases apply to children wfy 
have not developed suflicJwk 
immunity despite having befy 
vaccinated, however Dr Abba: 
said that as yet the ministry 'can-: 
not obviate the possibility m 
the ix>lio outbreak has cojW. 
from tin outside country whej 
the disease is endemic." 
WHO and the US Center for 
Disease Control have since sfl 
specialists to invcsUgoje w 
causes behind the outbreak. 

Outbreaks (such as those in 
Jordan Valley) have, occurred 
where immunization cov^sgs 
hns heen very high, but Dr Ath 
ban denied that the appearances 
cases amongst vaccinated eng 
drcn indicates any failure on J6 
part of medical teams, and wj 
cd: "There was no 0 un«_wrow 
with the vaccine itself nor in? 
way it was administered. 

Dr Abbas described djJ.Pgi 
try's campaign as being MS' 
sary measure to protel pj#. 
and said that it requuedcoOPj® 
don from people at ail lewj 
from the voluntary aeg 3 
parents down to IhejJWw 
and motivation of the meffla. ■ a 

"We don't want to W*S 
people unnecessarily,-, M '.$3 
^however we do want 10 
100 percent vaccination otwi 
under-fives target 


i*sss s «- 

fewtsn 

Cats wW; bu r ic , 11 

fiE* vislbio, itair 

i^fess'S 
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Moonscape terrain is legacy of storm 


clean their entrances. Others re- 
poricil to work only to find their 
places of employmenl closed or 
hnlf-empiy. Children had a 
chance to play in the covered 
fields and open areas, inventing 
us they went along new games 
worthy of the occasion. 

On the second day after the 
blizzard the picture was getting 


clearer. The same story was eve¬ 
rywhere, this event had united us 
ail. Jordan was lucky. Few peo¬ 
ple were injured, some mud 
houses had collapsed, there were 
damages to cars and property, 
but on a limited scale. Farmers 
may have heen worst hit by the 
storm ns their Jordan Valley 
Holds were flooded and their 


crops had rotted before reaching 
the market. 

Electricity was cut off in some 
pans, but was restored to most 
areas. Rural roads suffered be¬ 
cause of landslides and torrents. 

Bui water official were not shy 
to advertise their happiness. 
They had good news and many 
statistics, It was the best winter 
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season since 1922, they de¬ 
clared. Dricd-up springs and aq¬ 
uifers returned to life and salty 
Jordan Valley lands have been 
washed by rains and made arable 
again. 

But as Jordanians were com¬ 
paring stories about the last 
storm, they were also preparing 
themselves for more snowy 
weather. In local folklore seven 
big ones make a white winter 
complete. ■ 
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By Mary Denis 

Special Lo The Star 

IF ONE were to characterize 
Japanese culture in a Tew words, 
one could probably say that it 
has a tendency towards internal 
austerity, elegance (tniyabi, sabl) 
and tranquillity rather than exter¬ 
nal excess, impressiveness and 
intensity, which has thus earned 
the Japanese a reputation or be¬ 
ing inwardly aesthetic, reserved 
and even unemotional people. 

This stereotypical image,-how¬ 
ever, was shaken off — at least 
in the field of music — by the 
dynamic and flamboyant perfor¬ 
mance of the Japanese Percus¬ 
sion Ensemble, which has just 
completed its tour of the Gulf 
States and Jordan. Under the pat¬ 
ronage of Their Highnesses 
Prince Rnad and Princess Majda, 
the Ryu Ensemble was presented 
by the National Music Conserva¬ 
tory in cooperation with the Jap¬ 
anese Embassy, 

Entitled 'Japanese Sounds, Vi¬ 
tal Palpitations', it was a magnif¬ 
icent display of traditional types 
of drums, a nine, and a three- 
stringed lute scl against a neat, 
decorated stage. Japanese motifs, 
colorful outfits, shining muscles, 
vibrant body movements, com¬ 
plimentary lighting — all these 
made it a truly unique experi¬ 
ence. 

"The Japanese hear music with 
their bodies and eyes,” explained 
Jundo Renzan, founder of the 
Ryu Ensemble and its leading 
drummer. As a musician who 
wishes to generate his Japanese 
spirit into sounds, Rcnznn says 
he simply follows his heart beat. 
He claims that his sticks pick up 




The unbeatable sound of the 
Japanese drums ensemble 


liis heart's pulsation, transmit the 
vibrations lo the drums and re¬ 
produce the beat. His body re¬ 
sponds accordingly, interacting 
with the drums. 

He makes it all sound very 
easy, while, in fact, behind the 
masterly technique lies many 
years of intense study and train¬ 
ing. 

Renzan studied techniques of 
multiple drumming in the Tokyo 
'Sukcroku' style. As a result, he 
founded his own Oshu Sabanc 
School in 1982. Two years later 
he founded the Yamagata Pre¬ 
fecture Drum Federation and be¬ 
came a teacher, officially recog¬ 
nized by the Federation of 
Japanese Drum Groups. Since 
April 1991 Renzan has given in¬ 
struction to 32 drumming groups 
throughout Japan. 

Assuming the stage name Wa- 
daiko (drums) Ryu Renzan Jun¬ 
do, be has earned the reputation 
as a master of solo performance 
on the large drum (aadaiko), and 
is considered to be the finest 
player of this instrument in Ja¬ 
pan. 

The history of drumming goes 
well back into the times or early 
Buddhism in Japan, when drums 
were traditionally played on cer¬ 
emonial and religious occasions. 
Renzan has a great respect- Tor 
and good knowledge of arums as 
a traditional instrument. He has 
creatively adapted the traditional 
values and features of drumming 
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to the needs of his Ensemble, 
thus developing his own style of 
playing and presentation. It syn¬ 
thesizes high techniques of the 
rhythm of beat with physical ap¬ 
peal, turning his shows into an 
exceptional spectacle. 

Before striking a beat on their 
instruments the drummers give 
swooping, high-spirited shouts. 
Body movements intensify the 
emotional atmosphere of the 
show. The juggling of drum 
slicks is incorporated into the 
rhythm and is an important com¬ 
ponent of the performance. As 
Renzan explains, an emphasis on 
liming in one of the characteris¬ 


tics of Japanese traditional music 
and he integrates it expertly with 
all the visual effects. 

For Renzan, his performances 
arc not just a display of his virtu¬ 
osity, his main objective is to in¬ 
volve the audience in die specta¬ 
cle. But how did he achieve this 
goal in front of a foreign audi¬ 
ence? How did lie overcome the 
language bonier, and the luck of 
"feel" for Japanese music on die 
pan of his audience? 

A suitable solution was found 
in Nabil Sawallm, a well-known 
theater and TV personality who 
was asked to present the show. 
He became a link, a medium 


Pella casts its spell once more 


By Pam Dougherty 
Special to Tho Star 

"IF IT'S February, it must be 
Pella" hits long been a rallying 
cry for the Friends of Archaeolo¬ 
gy. Since 1979, when archeolog¬ 
ical teams from the Department 
of Archaeology at Sydney Uni¬ 
versity and the college of 
Wooster, University of’ Ohio 
came together as the Sydney-' 
Wooster Joint Expedition to ex¬ 
cavate at Pella in the Jordan Val¬ 
ley, an early spring trip to the 
site has been an essential pari of 
the FOA program. 

And so it was lhaL on-14 Feb-' 
ruary, Stephen -Bourkc of the' 
University of Sydney, who is 
leading this year’s team, found 
himself taking 30 keen Friends 
oround.lhe lush green site. 

Pel la, Tabaqat Fahl ip its mod¬ 
ern village residents, is a dream 
site. Located on a strategic cross¬ 
roads that links the northern and 
southern Jordan Valley and the 
. trade routes of China, India and 


Arabia with the coastal towns of 
Palestine, and blessed with a per¬ 
ennial spring and mild climate, it 
shows evidence of human activi¬ 
ty going back to a million years 
ana of continuous habitation for 
six thousand years. 

With such riches lo pursue, 
each'year's excavation rnusl con¬ 
centrate on one or two specific 

S oals. This year, says Stephen, 
leir major concentration is on 
expanding their knowledge of 
the Bronze and Iron Age (3000- 
500 BC) occupations at Pella. 

He says they are intrigued by"- 
the. remains of a large late 
Bronze Age (1450 BC) adminis¬ 
trative complex/palace now un¬ 
der excavation, and dig house 
debate on just what is was and 
what purpose d served is fero¬ 
cious and far from settled. What 
is known so far is that it was a 
20 by 15 meter complex with an 
open central courtyard, a number- 
or sido rooms and a large girdle 
wall. The Pella team are' hoping 
that by the.end qf this season, 


they will have the first complete 
plan of such a building in Jor¬ 
dan. The complex appears to 
have been in use for 100-150 
years and they would like to be 
able to work out if there was a 
change in,its use over dial time 
or in the nature of the adminis¬ 
tration Tor which it was built. 

At somo time during its histo¬ 
ry, past holes were dug on the 
Site and Stephen Bourke relieves 
this could have been around 
1300-1400 BC, at the time when 
the Pharaohs were complaining 
about Mulbab of Pella and his 
father Labiya who were chal¬ 
lenging Egypt's control of their 
administrative areas in Palestine. 
He believes they could have 
been nomads who were in tran¬ 
sient occupation or the adminis¬ 
trative building and had set up 
comp there. He admits, in good 
humor, that not everyone on the 
Pella team agrees with his inter¬ 
pretation of events, hence the ac¬ 
tive dig house debate. 
f ■' The current season has also 



PeUa finds on exhibit 

unearthed the remains of an ex¬ 
tensive Middle Bronze (100C 
BC) wall, one Of the earlics 
such wails ever found in die Jor 
dan Valley, and 2S meters of ar 
Early Bronze (2700 BC) wal 
very close by, which suggest 
that the physical shape of tne set 
dement on the main tell at Pclli 
changed little in over a thousaru 
years. 
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veiope emptied of four Arabic 
bools which were to form con¬ 
tinuous relations, communica- 
lion. and enjoyment with her lov¬ 
er, but the four books were not 
there; are not there. 

In this stoiy, Farkouh picks out 
ihe most painful moment in an 
individuals lifetime, and at¬ 
tempts to reveal the inner suffer- 


, ... . .. , tempts to reveal the inner suiicr- 

her. She sensed something want- jI E F n0l through delving into the 
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deficiency, tortuous to the soul. ^ character both physically and 
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from the single book which was oriented technique aimed at in- 
in French, ami reread the mes- war j revelation. The outcome or 
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only the external surroundings, 
but a real reprcseniation of the 
uauma suffered under such cir- 
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By Mary Denis 

Special to The Siaj 

IF ONE were lo characterize 
Japanese culture in a few words, 
one could probably say that it 
has a tendency towards internal 
austerity, elegance (miyabi, sabi) 
and tranquillity rather than exter¬ 
nal excess, impressiveness and 
intensity, which has thus earned 
the Japanese a reputation of be¬ 
ing inwardly aesthetic, reserved 
and even unemotional people. 

This stereotypical image, how¬ 
ever, was shaken off — at least 
in the field of music — by the 
dynamic and flamboyant, perfor¬ 
mance of the Japanese Percus¬ 
sion Ensemble, which has just 
completed its lout of the Gulf 
States and Jordan. Under the pat¬ 
ronage of Their Highnesses 
Prince Raad and Princess Majda, 
die Ryu Ensemble was presented 
by the National Music Conserva¬ 
tory in cooperation with the Jap¬ 
anese Embassy, 

Entitled 'Japanese Sounds, Vi¬ 
la] Palpitations', it was a magnif¬ 
icent display of traditional types 
of drums, a flute, and a three- 
stringed lute set against a neat, 
decorated stage. Japanese motifs, 
colorful outfits, shining muscles, 
vibrani body movements, com¬ 
plimentary lighting — all these 
made it a truly unique experi¬ 
ence. 

"The Japanese hear music with 
their bodies and eyes," explained 
Jundo Renzan, founder of the 
Ryu Ensemble and its leading 
drummer. As a musician who 
wishes to generate his Japanese 
spirit into sounds, Renzan says 
he simply follows his heart beat. 
He claims that his slicks pick up 
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his heart's pulsation, transmit the 
vibrations to the drums and re¬ 
produce the beat. His body re¬ 
sponds accordingly, interacting 
with the drums. 

He makes it all sound very 
easy, while, in fact, behind the 
masterly technique lies many 
years of intense study and train¬ 
ing. 

Renzan studied techniques 01 
multiple drumming in the Tokyo 
'Sukeroku* style. As a result, he 
founded his own Oshu Sabanc 
School in 1982. Two years later 
he founded the Yamagaia' Pre¬ 
fecture Drum Federation and be¬ 
came a teacher, officially recog¬ 
nized by the Federation of 
Japanese Drum Groups. Since 
April 1991 Renzan has given in¬ 
struction to 32 drumming groups 
throughout Japan. 

Assuming tlte stage name Wa- 
. daiko (drums) Ryu Renzan Jun¬ 
do, lie has earned the reputation 
as a master of solo performance 
on Lhe large drum (aadaiko), and 
is considered lo be the finest 
player of this instrument in Ja¬ 
pan. 

The history of drumming goes 
well back into the times of early 
Buddhism in Japan, when drums 
were traditionally played on cer¬ 
emonial and religious occasions. 
Renzan has a great respect- for 
and good knowledge of drums as 
a traditional instrument. He has 
creatively adapted the traditional 
values and features of drumming 
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to the needs of his Ensemble, 
thus developing his own style of 
playing ana presentation; It syn¬ 
thesizes high techniques of the 
rhythm of bcaL with physical ap¬ 
peal, turning his shows into an 
exceptional spectacle. 

Before striking a beat on their 
instruments the drummers give 
swooping, high-spirited shouts. 
Body movements intensify the 
emotional atmosphere of the 
show. The juggling of drum 
sticks is incorporated into the 
rhythm and is an important com¬ 
ponent of the performance. As 
Renzan explains, an emphasis on 
Liming in one of the characteris¬ 


tics of Japanese traditional music 
and he integrates it expertly with 
all the visual effects. 

For Renzan, his performances 
arc not just a display of his virtu¬ 
osity, his main objective is to in¬ 
volve the audience in the specta¬ 
cle. But how did he achieve this 
goal in front of a foreign audi¬ 
ence? How did he overcome die 
language bonier, and Lhe lack of 
"feel" for Japanese music on llic 
part or his audience? 

A suitable solution wus found 
in Nabii Sawalhn, a well-known 
theater and TV personality who 
was asked to present the show. 
He became a link, a medium 


Pella casts its spell once more 


By Pam Dougherty 

Special lo The Star 

"IF IT'S February, it must be 
Pella" has long been a .rallying 
cry for the Friends of Archaeolo¬ 
gy. Since 1979, when archeolog¬ 
ical teams from the Department 
of Archaeology at Sydney Uni- 
! versity and the College of 
Wooster, University of Ohio 
.came togfelhcr as the Sydney- 
Wooster Joint Expedition to ex¬ 
cavate at Pella in the Jordan Val¬ 
ley, an early spring trip to die 
site has been an essential port of 
the FOA program. ; 

And so Ll was that on 14 Feb: 
ruary, Stephen Bourko of the 
University of Sydney, who is 
leading this year's team, found 
himself taking 30 keen Friends 
around.ihe lush green site, . 

Pella, Tabaqat Fahl to its mod- 
i: em village residents, is a dream 
site. Located on a strategic cross¬ 
roads that links the northern and 
southern 1 Jordan Valley and the 
trodi routes of China, India and 


Arabia with the coastal towns of 
Palestine, and blessed with a per¬ 
ennial spring and mild climate, it 
shows evidence or human activi¬ 
ty going back to a million years . 
and of,coridnupus habitation for 
six thousand years. 

With sudh riches lo pursue, 
each year's excavation must con¬ 
centrate on one or two specific 
goals. This.year, says Stephen, 
their mqjor concentration is on 
expanding their knowledge of 
the Bronze and Iron Age (3000- 
500 BC) occupations at Pella. 

He says they are intrigued by ■ 
the remains of a large late 
Bronze Age (1450 BC) adminis¬ 
trative cQmplex/palace now un-, 
der excavation, and dig house 
debate on just what is was and 
what purpose it served is fero¬ 
cious and far from setded. What 
is known so far is that it was a 
20 by 15 meter Complex wiLh an 
open central courtyard, a number 
of side rooms and a large girdle 
wall. The Pella team are hoping 
that by the end of this season 


they will have the first complete 
plan of such a building in Jor¬ 
dan. The complex appears lo 
have been in use for 100-150 
years and they would like to be 
able to work out if there was a 
change in,its use over that time 
or in the nature of die adminis¬ 
tration for which it was built. 

At some Lime during its histo¬ 
ry, past holes were dug on the 
Site and Stephen Bourkebelieves 
this could have been around 
1300-1400 BC, at the Ume when 
the Pharaohs were complaining 
about Mutbab of Pella and his 
father Labiya who were chal¬ 
lenging Egypt's control of their 
'administrative areas in Palestine. 
He believes they could have 
been nomads who were in tran¬ 
sient occupation, of the adminis¬ 
trative building arid had set up 
camp there. He admits, in good 
humor, that not everyone on the 
Pella team agrees with his inter¬ 
pretation of-events, hence the ac¬ 
tive dig house debate. • 

The current season has also 





The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that basis 
Kitchenette In every 


IIAIMITEL 

,g,p<|l|Ia 


, Amman-Tol 668193 
P O Box 9403 ■ Fax 602-134 
relex 23888DAHpri.jp:). . 

Ideal Residence, For " 
Exoairlales arid 
Businessmen 


fpos&okufras 

■.: •• The first haute cuisine 

", : .'jBBBr?. V . ntenu designed fur those ' '• 

jrjp 1 ‘pho love fine food, Jl niirr 

* ffo jP S , rors our spe^l styles and 

V, ..." i fory^r^civaiionscaii ' 

jt&tCAmman.•fFmtCbtU :• 


The first A best 
pMimt Restaurant 
m Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabai Amman, pear 
.Ahtiyyah GiftSchool 


Pella finds on exhibit 

unearthed the remains of an ex¬ 
tensive Middle Bronze (1000 
BC) wall, one Of the earliest 
such walls ever found in the Jor¬ 
dan Valley, and 25 meters of an 
Early Bronze (2700 BC) wall 
very close by, which suggests 
that the physical shape of the set¬ 
tlement on the main tell at Pella 
changed liule in over a thousand 
years.' . • 
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through whom the artists could 
relate to the audience, wiTS 
die same Ume proving in be, 
gified master of ceremonies 
. Livj ng proof of the audience’, 
involvement in the show was 
their participation in the finale, 'i 
Sabanc-yagi-bushi', a lively £ , 
rangcment of a traditional Japa- 
nose- folk song by Renzan for 
liule (shumisen) and drums In. 
tcrcslingly enough, the rhythm 
ol the piece somehow resembled 
an Arabic beat, to which the au- ’ 
dicnec spontaneously reacted by ' 
joining in witli die musicians. 

An enigmatic piece entitled' 
'Sounds ol Ancient Yamaio' de- I 
piciecl the "pulsation" of ihc 4 ih 
century, Japan's most blossom- * 
ing cultural period, and was also ^ 
well received. 

Wudaiko drums have more ] 
dinn a musical meaning to Ren-. 
zun, they bind his family logcih- ■! 
cr. His wife, Takeshi Tamamura, \ 
also plays in the Ensemble. Ren- 
zan's two sons, accomplished 
drummers in their own right, are 
also a part of the Ryu group. j 

Renzan's Ryu Ensemble feels 
strongly about popularizing Jap¬ 
anese drumming in both Japan ) 
and throughout the world. They * 
travel extensively to promote the 
culture of drums, while their 
masterly performances find a 
broad response and appreciation, 
everywhere. 

The proverbial Japanese mclic-1 
ukmsncss and team spirit, caught | 
up with all die parries involved | 

f iroduccd u truly unique event | 
or the Amman cultural scene. It | 
looks like it may mark the be -1 
ginning of more serious cultural | 
cooperation between the woj 
countries. ■ *• J 


Sitting on lop of the Early' 
Bronze wall, and immediately , 
next to die Middle Bronze con¬ 
struction is a Romnn/Byzantwfl 
wall which seems to have b gate, 
leading to a road giving access ; 
to die Pella spring at the base of j 
there//. , 'Vi 

After 14 seasons of excava¬ 
tion, Pel In is a site that hascafh-j 
lured the hearts of the Australian^ 
archaeologists. Stephen Bouwj 
hns been there for 10 of the MI 
seasons but is just one of man y.-| 
archaeologists who have rc-.j 
turned year after year. Dr 
la Watson is now back to wore.} 
on Tell Husn which faces Wj 
and shares its history. In PJJJJj 
ous seasons she has found splej 
did remains of die Byzandn? 
of the tell which has acommaM-j 
ing view of the Jordan Ya Si 
Quel or lhe irade ionics 
die Esdralon valley to die 

terrancan. _ . _. 

Their work alWta has; < 
been important in maxing 
Australian public aware oi J 
danian arehucology througnP 

Ucations, lectures and, in vw-fl 

major exhibition at [he Ausuwjj 
an National Gallery m Canh^ 
Under die tide. 'DiggjnM 
Time' the exhibition inffl 

the public to the historyandj^ 

andcoins of die Islamic ; j 
between come Bronze-j,, S 
sculpture, Early and -j 
; Bronze ppucry, Iron Age^, 

ic lamps, Roman 

ramie vessels,brac^lei \s and ^ 
• earrings from die _ 

Bacli season h«ngs. W.» 
arid more details for- » 
of Pella wWch., says 
. Bourice. will easily ^ r .j 
; Australians busy for anowcf., 
"seasons.* • 
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Focus on Jordanian literature (5) 

Elias Farkouh: A study in 
human suffering 


"SC*.,—; 

jEi# language fur oik- 
he joined the Arab 

Ly of Beirut where he 

Sin philosophy anil psy- 

Stg home, he became a 
jAnor to AlMhbar ^Lttcr- 
, Suffllcfnent ond published 
[to story "Prometheus In¬ 
to lhe Rain" in 1976. In 
Ote published his first shou 
«collection, The S/ap, m 
Ubiln 1981, he published 
ixcood collection Low- 
mi Birds of Amman. In 
m, Farkouh also worked 
uVeiStor of the Jordanian 
to journal, Al-Mahd Quar - 
cfiirtitcloswl due to finan- 


m- 


MMVuniMM 

fct 1985, Farkouh luis been 
mg a publishing house, mul 
total translating English lit* 
sjwtks into Arabic. He is a 
da of The Jordanian Wrii- 
i Association and has pub- 
M five short story codec- 
in Ho wrote o novel in 19K9 
Fount Heights ,. which 
•ik 1990 State Prize. He has 
fe pushed three unnsluicd 
fary works, in addition to his 
^contributions to litcmry 
of Jordanian news- 
IPs anj journals. 

bcoKeciion Mysteries of the 
Wjlaa was published by 1710 
ttFoondmion for Studies mul 
jjsfag, Beirtii, in 1991. The 
it dividod into fmtr 
tt,comalning 13 short sinrict, 
the whole collection 
■be viewed thematically as 
jjwl, since oil die sturics 
toe nmjor theme — Uw 
^human being in an op* 
^social struciure. 
traders in this collec- 
be viewed ns arehe- 
Jiorsiffcring, regardless of 
•or culture. They arc die 
MesoMier, the lover, the 
J 5 . ihe student, the phdos- 
{Vw outcast, the old man, 
JJjMven when his char- 
given a name and a 
gccjcansunce, the expe- 
Jwhich they undergo re- 
genera) in nature. 
P*deras of human 
J!"* wher than isolated 


Elias Farkouh 

vent stories, ond reveal tlivir sc- 
crets. Thus lutes ore horn anti 
faces appear, and with the accu¬ 
mulation of fine sand, features 
are added and details are depict¬ 
ed. Events are structured within 
imf>er\'ions worlds; yet through 
the translucent domes, he sees 
them I hose two crystal domes; 
one spills out the details, and the 
other gathers them to form a tale 
with characters, features, action 
and mysteries. Mysteries! Yes. 
and why not? On his forehead, 
an expression of profound 
thought HtU depa ted. andim hn 
face flowed a sarcastic smile. 
Upside dossil, he turned the 
sundsilas* again, and began h 1 
ohseisy how tales form inside 
i ryilul t h.»»*dvr\ son?, inside 
domes full of sand. . 


;ui act could have: 

As she left the. post office, she 
faltered in her perplexity anti 
disappointment which showed 
not through the large, brown 
empty envelope but from a short 
letter and one. single book. She 
uttered no words, not even the 
abstract, impregnated, routine 
"thunks" which holds incongru¬ 
ous. contrasting emotions. Have 
you ever realized that "thanks" 
sometimes means "damn", while 
simultaneously bearing the char¬ 
acter of gratitude? Yes, she did 
not utter even the word "thanks," 
but left the post office building, 
wrapped in her bewilderment 
and perplexity which struck her 
dumb, or, perhaps, robbed her of 
the desire to speak. So she cow¬ 
ering left, fixing her eyes on 
nothing. 

Apart from dozens of pedestri¬ 
ans and tt countless number of 
cars, the street was empty. On 
the run thoroughly cleaned 
pavements, rows of flourishing 
trees stretched endlessly, color¬ 
ful signs of stores that sell every¬ 
thing. and a hirdlcss sky that 
found its confort in its bareness; 
a dotuilcss. clear sky. 


SSil? pdtociiaf! iudf 
ttudglais as a 
Qjwmiflee mean* of 
EJjSjJw. fo compared 
RW «"4 electronic 

» pcfldulum, 

Ihfiw lower 
the sand* 


l ike the »•( The A/y<- 

terirx i f tU Suiutglmx. Fiukimh 
Vk orV > out ln-v iitlr 4 . hut msu.*:ul 
of the i. ry.sui ifonti’x ami the line 
saiiil. he fuliiK a lucmry wink 
from cxifnciwc* ■ smlIi as hmiian 
pain. s«xi»)w. biiiciivc^s. and on- 
ai^iimiiu'm. Exen »n the mosi 
nit in »uti'4 experrenicv, hittciness 
und pam rciiunn fivcniiid tngw- 
diems. For example, in the fir»t 
part of the Cidltt-in 1 !!. which tw* 
sims ol five iioricv. the <pw»l of 
the iraliviilual fir irnkpenJcmf, 
fulfitnicnt. fyeedmit. and privacy 
is the cijmntwi theme. de.>pric 
diffcr«»ccf in the nature of char¬ 
acters and in event> and plates. 
This quest \s pcipvtuaJly IrusMi* 
ed through the lutwveniion w 
society, its ionvcnuiw. and pt>- 

lUkizcd social iiiMiiutkins. 

mruthfcwhumiliawinofibe 

writer in the find which he 
suffers at the hands of "d* 
vliUon* iv the punitive response 
to hiv vkiUuon of uwrirt- 
Through writing a story, he un¬ 
cover* three significant myster¬ 
ies; The erotic scene *#:** «* **£ 
gel end her lover wh«h 
with the murder of the kwer m 
the btsement: lhe scene between 
the two todks *# d* cto f d 
chamber and lhe ancovowg « » 


SStiffl 
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/ C \ velope emptied of four Arabic 

» J / books which were to form con¬ 

tinuous relations, communica- 
i ■ «| ■ don, and enjoyment with her lov- 

[UUV lift er> ^ l>ne l our books were not 

“ Jr ■ ■ ■ there; are not there. 

In this story, Farkouh picks out 
IIM lhe most painful moment in an 

individual's lifetime, and ai- 
her. She sensed something want- tempts to reveal the inner suffer¬ 
ing; something inexplicable, be- PS* no1 through delving into the 
sides that which had left a great innermost feelings and analyzing 
space for air inside the large, them, but through the accumula- 
brown envelope, now shrivelled uon diose details of the envi- 

i/i the garbage; an ambiguous f c,al m,lie ^. a " d wen 

,/,/Ji,; * , nrl Lur l0 the soul nalural phenomena that afTecl 

oTZ Cr 1» c h h "“'’ t ysic P S 

UyWj ta* ritt «*! 

in Trench, and reread the mes- war ^ rev elation. The outcome of 
• w S c; this technique is dramatically 

. „ amazing; a true depiction of not 

My dear, all my love; all my on jy ^ external surroundings, 
longing to my beloved. For your ^ a real representation of the 
sake I work here in Morocco, su ff crc d under such cir- 

The country itself is tin attractive cumstaniial pressures. 
place, a warm bosom to receive 7 h e same dieme is prescni in 
you — to receive us — f know t j lc second, third, and fourth 
not how to write letters, purlieu- 0 f the collection. In Cities 

larly love letters. I love you. En- 0 j Water, and Shoulders, the in- 
closed are the four books you re- dividual's suffering under war 
■quested; as for tlte fifth, the conditions is exposed. In the 
Arabic translation is out of print, third part, characters incessantly 
so I sent it in its original lan- struggle against such impregna- 
guage as a souvenir. I perceive ble powers as death and depriva- 
you do not know that language. Uon, attempting to resist them, 
“Awaiting your reply, l hope but never to conquer or escape. 
you'll enjoy the books that are a Events are set in a gloomy at- 
ffietwis of connection and com- mosphere, paralleled with a vein 

s y- nffvrtinnntp Inver " Step further to authoritarian op- 

Yottr affectionate love . p^sion, where individuals suf- 

She baked back towards the fei degrotoion andtama.- 

3 *sg-s? 85 A“ 

cheeks, she inaiidibly and de- lQ prescnl a reinterprcia- 

plorctl cried: "What s above you, m ^ ho | og y and to elucl- 

oh blue as diluted paint? How ^ a nc y w dimension hitherto 
do you view such a loss. Who unfamiliar to the reader, 
stole the books and disrupted j n The First Blood, the biblical 
connection and communtca- slory 0 f Cain and Abel is seen in 

lion?" . a new light. Cain’s revolt is intcr- 

When she first received the en- lc(J as a rovo |t against fcudal- 

vclope from the official, she [ sm and aristocracy; the charac- 
asked in amazement: wtto w of Adam represents the 


velope from the official, she [ sm and aristocracy; the charac- 

usked in amazement: who ^ of Adam represents the 

opened It?" fle J llentiy , oppressive autocrat, while Cain 

shrugged; and when she read symbolizes a revolt against such 

the letter, she again inquired In au thoriiarianism and dictator- 

sur/ir/sc; "VV/w took the books. ship. r 

He did not answer , but In hi 8 quest for the new, Far- 
shrimeed, scratched his head, kouh employs mythology, reim- 
andlit a new cigarette. Full of i on , classical and modem Arabic 
She fixed her eyes on nothing, d i sopP flintment, defeat, and be- literature as 

despite the pedestrians, the cars. ZlJennent, she asked: "Who Uon. He captures the wnriwi of 
ihPtwo pavements, the stores, }m u / complain to?' But the human suffenne when coratrua 
T r_ the sky that ,Z Li«f awajr in a ing his sroriw. The individual as 

sssssss m 


MIS the sky. She raised ner new 
wards the clear, clean ceding, 
an J inaudibly asked. Whats 
Xvf you. oh blue as diluted 

***}/tr tears overpowered her, 
and she pressed the large, brown 


pSn 1 ! deprivation, y and mis- 
asked. "WW they arrive with ery. 

their contents?* Fahd A , Sa lameh is a producer 

Wrapped tf ^ her bewilder l Ra(]|Q Jorda n. He has an 


Z-eiofi pouring Mr bitter w d f utter bmtae, ”»“ ad | 0 j“" dan . He has an 
childish anger into it, and lefid Mnl and dtsappoinmn . sM ai^ Englbh literature from 
there -- inside the orange- faltered as she idt the post the University, of Jordan. ■ . 

colored container which hung on wifh her forge, brown empty _ 


cowicu — c . - a 

the pylon, she left it. She is a 
wod citizen who cares to keep 
c ity clean. She wa5 , n °[ 
awarded a prise for ter conduct. 

Terete an ^dforsKh 


of • 


chamba sod the oncovwwg ^* C ^Lle 9 However, nobody saw 
vecma***w*oh»«i^ Zf perform ter duty towards 

party meew “Oh* 5? certainty, none. Ste is 

fitedom is itttncied wiihw a her cy, wafiang 

of cover %^iincieam,infto& 

ly aspect of ** " S Mwflate-tite swells of the 

^ unt0n ' InwrlKr short. (***£ 
scioul practices - string high, despite Its short 

TbeMk^g ***°P t }™* ** rosy, transparent 

Ihq ts^Ot^AVtote- flfouring tike angete 

lion, where we find the «ofl P«' W dthough she wore , m % 

1 vme iu divi d O iU • jw— trousers. She saw terse? 

**».*« ****** 
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Stop punishing Jordan 

THE JORDAN Shipping Association (JSA) has warned that Allied na¬ 
vies, particularly US ships, have intensified their operations in the Red 
Sea recently and prevented four commercial vessels heading to Aqaba 
from completing their journeys. The association said that the four ships 
were all carrying foodstuffs bound for Jordan and Iraq and had complied 
with all measures required by the Allied navy before sailing into the Ti- 
ran Straits. Still, these ships were randomly picked up by Allied captains, 
intercepted and returned without logical justification. 

It is common knowledge by now that such acts hurt Jordan— itself a 
victim of the Gulf crisis— at a time when the country is struggling to 
stand on its own feet and battle against severe economic hardship. JSA's 
statement was actually a plea to world countries, the US and members of 
the UN Security Council in particular, to appreciate Jordan's unique posi¬ 
tion. Aqaba is Jordan's only gateway to the sea and the Allied navies' be¬ 
havior only adds to the country's economic insecurity and hurts relations 
with its trading partners on personal and national levels. 

Above all, these actions create a sense of outrage among Jordanians 
who will suffer from any unnecessary delay in food shipments. 

Jordan has been honoring UN resolutions regarding Iraq from the very 
beginning. But Jordanians feel duty bound to extend humanitarian aid to 
their Iraqi brethren. Such aid includes sending food and medicine to help 
Iraqi children suffering from malnutrition as a result of the UN embargo. 
Jordanians cannot be made scapegoats because of their sympathy to¬ 
wards the Iraqi people who in the last two years have suffered from an 
economic embargo, war and political and economic unrest. 

On the other hand, Jordan's strict adherence to the UN resolutions has 
been more than exemplary. Only the other day US Secretary of State 
James Baker assured a Congressional sub-committee that Jordan has not 
violated UN sanctions. Independent UN reports back his statement. 

So why the heroics in the Red Sea? And why now? 

Jordanians have asked themselves these questions time and time again. 
Jordan is a sovereign country that has every right to question any attempt 
. to discredit and hujt her. We are putting this question forward today. 

. Preventing food shipments from reaching Jordan contravenes the em¬ 
bargo mandate. Jordanians should rot be made to suffer if the United 
States and her allies are trying to tighten their grip on the livelihood of 
the Iraqis, Both acts are immoral and inhumane in our view. Allied na¬ 
vies know for certain that no violations of Ihc UN embargo have taken 
place by Jordanian shipping agents or importers. 

We are calling on the UN Security Council: to monitor the behavior of 
its navies in pie Red Sea ancLto take into consideration Jordan's uniqiie 
position. Aqaba, after all, is a Jordanian and not an Iraqi port. Jordan un- 
derstainds its responsibilities and has honored them from the outset. Acts 
of provocation in the high seas will only add to our indignation and frus¬ 
tration. Jordan should not be punished, but helped and assured. Allied ac¬ 
tions in the Red Sea are not helping to restore our trust and confidence. 
Allied enypy? have a responsibility here and they, are requested to fulfil 


You can't ignore the Palestinians! I Playing by numbers in the Gulf 

. .. . '1 . rsTrtt hue nrnriucad a Dlethora of statistics about the gains and losses ol 


By Daoud Kuttab 

IF THE multilateral peace conference in 
Moscow showed anything, ii was that you 
can't deal with the larger Arab-lsraeli con¬ 
flict without solving the main political 
problem in the area — primarily Israel's 
conflict with the Palestinians. Similarly, 
the Moscow conference showed that you 
can'i deal with the Palestinian problem by 
ignoring two-thirds of the Palestinian peo¬ 
ple. 

One of the main principles behind the 
idea of multilateral peace talks was to pro¬ 
vide the long-term cement that would help 
keep any peace settlement worked out on 
the bilateral level from falling apart. 
While Israel came willing to talk to its im¬ 
mediate and not-so-im mediate neighbors 
about long-term issues like the environ¬ 
ment, sharing water resources and eco¬ 
nomic cooperation, it refused whole¬ 
heartedly to come to terms with the totali¬ 
ty of the Palestinian problem. 

Ever since its inception, the Slate of Is¬ 
rael has continuously tried to define the 
Palestinian problem as an issue of a mi¬ 
nority population that has to have its civil 
rights assured, rather than as a people 
with national rights. 

Even in recent months, Israel has acted 
on this policy. Israel is the only country in 
history to make the absurd request to tam¬ 
per with the names of its enemy's delega¬ 
tion to peace talks. 

In letters of assurances to the Palestini¬ 
ans and to Israel, the Americans made 
seemingly contradictory statements. They 
assured the Palestinians that no side has a 
right to veto the other side's delegation. 
But the US also assured the Israelis that 

US navy 
intensifies 
interceptions 

AMMAN (Slur) — The Jordan Shipping 
Association has said that interception of 
Aqaba-bound vessels by Allied navies hus 
intensified In the Inst ten days. In a state¬ 
ment distributed Saturday, tnc association 
said Allied navies have prevented four 
commercial vessels from passing through 
the Tiran Straits lo Aqaba on tnc excuse 
that it was not easy to inspect the vessels' 
cargo. The association said all ships were 
carrying foodstuffs for the Jordanian and 
Iraqi markets. It added that Iraqi-bound 
foodstuffs have been exempted tram the 
UN embargo resolution number 687. It 
accused Allied navies of preventing ships 
haphazardly and with no logical justifica¬ 
tions. 

The statement said US navy ships inter¬ 
cepted the Sata Maru on 17 February and 
prevented it from sailing through. The 
ship was carrying 755 tons of frozen meat 
for the Jordanian market. Four other ships 
carrying similar cargo were allowed in 
that same week. The US navy also inter- 
cepted Alan on 22 February. The ship, 
, carrying 13,600 tons of sugar is still 
moored at the Tiran Straits. The US navy 
also Intercepted Rize-K and An Angel 
Champion on 24 and 26 February respec¬ 
tively. Both ships were carrying sugar car- 


no one would be forced to speak t0 anv 
one they didn l want to. 0 an * 1 


When Palestinians in Madrid decided # rsan0S ,n 100 hppn the 
for the sake of advancing peace, vS haS been U 

ily to submit a list o! PalesunJ*t • 

which Israel couldn't say no, theta By Snjid Rj* vl 

took it us a permanent Palestinian cone tl Academic File I 

sion regarding their representation a m .... .... 

m Moscow, Israel insisted that PalesinS .jpON - A few yean MW 
representation he die same as in Madrid to the plush interior of a now ik v 
Ibis kind of tnniDcrine wiih nrut'i An* I minktrV building in Baghdad lo 


to in the Gulf has produced a plethora of statistics about the gains and losses of the 

stalem „ a ;®' ’ r The most confusing among these, and perhaps the most politically motivated, 
ane$ in ine c ..r. ._. .-.t nt Ii-.-,/-.! Hmrl in tho pnnflipt 


has been tho fluctuating count of the Iraqi dead in the conflict. 

. M, ,--1 sued its estimate of 100,000 with an 'error 


‘■'.m 


Ibis kind of tampering with one’s ene ILi ministry building in Bngmnio io 
my's delegation lo peace will not puke iSiwa planning aide on the ocoiumm 
the type of lonc-icrm neaeft saiiImdahi of Iran. The cncounui b.u 


the type of long-term peace seu££ Krai of Iraq. 11* c ^n,h' n 
that everyone is on record as being com- ISpicious beginning when die po 
muted to. Wc must be able to overcome interviewee told me, 'i uu cun ask 


. .™.v iv overcome * 1*1 jgewewcc .—. . , ■ 

this issue, by facing reality and admitting gsH the questions you want but don i 
what the conflict is all about. statistics." . 

The Israelis have yet to accept whauhe Twav a year after war made all real or 
entire world has accepted for years: Tha ^ economic figures insignificant, 
for permanent peace to come to the Mid- tM skies are thick with a erossl ire ol 
die East, the totality of the Palestinian a from the Iraqis themselves, from 
problem must be solved. This means rcc- ft Arab neighbors, from the United Na- 
ognizing that the conflict is a national : rsand from the United States. Most of 


ognizing that 


conflict between two peoples who have Libers relate to the war, and its co- 
different national aspirations. ; ^ costs in human lives and injuries, 

Difficult issues like Jerusalem and the destruction and the all-embracing 
right of return must be dealt with. Deny- ^ 0 f missing or unknown. As the 
ing them will not remove these problems Hesiets, conflicting numbers seem 
or cause the other side lo concede on ■ Jpdetermining the rules of the biuer 
them. Only by dealing with them head on game being played out between 
in difficult and serious negotiations can a Sdadand Washington on the one hand 
solution be found. fcwen Baghdad and the rest of the 

In fact, dealing with the totality; of the ^omhcother. 

Palestinian issue and with a genuine and ^ ^ng |j, c disputed statistics is 
representative Palestinian delegation ^D^nber of ihc Iraqi dead. At the be- 
should be Israel's request, if it is indeed «m 0 f ihc W ar Allied accounts of the 
searching Tor a lasting peace, because w: L foialiucs conveniently 

settlement between Israel and the Pales- & ^ figure around 200,(KX) and then 
tinians will slick if it isn't conducted wtln lOO.OOO. But later estimates spoke 



factor' of 50 per cent, which meant that 
50,000 to 150,000 Iraqis might have been 
killed. 

The purpose of offering those high cas¬ 
ualty figures, maintains Hiro in the book 
and again in the interview, "was to help 
create discontent against Saddam Hussein 
aiul his regime, and foment a popular up¬ 
rising against them." In fact, he maintains, 
the real figure may be 82,500 — nearer a 
previous Pentagon estimate of 72,500 to 
118,000 dead — made up of all the casu¬ 
alties in the bombing, ground fighting, at¬ 
tacks on retreating Iraqis and an estimated 
8,000 Iraqi troops buried alive in their 
trenches by carthmovcrs and ploughs dc- 


Middle East 


Underlined 

It’s Yitzhak vs. 
Yitzhak in 
Israel's June 
elections 

AS THINGS now appear, it will be Yit¬ 
zhak vs. Yitzhak — Shamir and Rabin — 
in die coming Israeli general election 
bout, an as yet untried title match, with 
odds that, arc far from clear. 

Il's completely different from 1984 and 
1988s familiar Shamir vs. Peres fights. 


f ployed in the ground assault by the US Polilica j ana lysts are quick to predict that 

J mechanized infantry division. wilh ^is year’s contenders there is also a 

w Whether the actual death toll ever be- grcalcr chance for a friendly post-fight 
comes known or not, the United Stales handshake, providing it ends not with an 
q still has to cope with the consequences ot oulrighl ko but a technical knockout for 

_1 its half-measures for the Iraqis who sur- onc . of the Yitzhaks. 

vived the ordeal. Iraqis, never enamored j n ^ cvcnli these two arc much more 


tun'l (hilt War (P.tladin/liarpor Collins), ^tys of lire Iran hostage crisis 


Ik* liovi-s that there is more m the juggling Most analyst 
of statistics, especially US estimates ol isirutioa has cv 
the Irani war dead, than meets the eye. 0()l jon of climi 
Much of the ongoing US el fort to down- cailSC 0 f fears i 


cmmcni in which he served, Rabin and 


Most analysts doubt dial the US admin- ghamir cooperated idylllcally. They got 

[ration has ever seriously considered the ai on g far belter with each other than witn 


of eliminating Saddam, Hussein be¬ 
lt fears the outcome will lmmense- 


ihci r own oariy headliners. 

In fact, Rabin opposed the Peres move 


a Palestinian delegation that can deliver I^ aboul 8 qqq j eal hs — M25th of 
what it signs. Ifcnsinal count. The revised Pentagon 

Shamir must know that neither Dr Ab-hi early February further added ui 

pi _r: u..nna.ii. nnr Kanin. IT . 7 . * . > i _ 


del Shnfi or Faisal Husseini nor Ham , 
Ashrawi can deliver the Palestinian peov 
pic. Only die PLO can d<? thaL Abddj 
Shaft's legitimizntion is derived from flits J 
Tact dial the PLO in Tunis chose him and 
has directed his negotiating slraiegy 
since. If Israelis don't realize that, there is 


Hussein particularly, is u " ,,n, ^J^ 0 
ness and a jaHcntial oinbarrassinciU io 

(President George) Hush in h'sfigliti 
re-election." he said in an interview. Hire 
believe* dun the Bush mlminisirauonmny 
lv preparing ground lor a renewed assault 

""(idler analysts d» mili disputeilhc jxditi- 


p major communication problem. ; s :r lcd lhe 
But ifi for emotional and internal poliU-j x K news, 
cal reasons, Israelis arc unable to dcal£, 
rectly with the PLO now,, that cant*. 
swallowed; so long as it is recognized; ijJa., aiiuj 0 


kconfosion by almost conclusively ar- 
ning at an Iraqi dead figure of no mure 
hi 15,000. 

Thenew information, Pentagon sources 
il, was based on evidence gathered 
ta inside Iraq — hospital re|K>i is. buri- 
femdoihcr information that, tmiong mb* 
Killings, sifted the dead from the descit- 
»western newsnuner retnuis in the 


lion Dcsin Shield and Desert Storm n, ™vejinMarch 1990^^^ ^ ^ 
'"as arccent 1ISS analysis of Ute conflicl a | ong with Rabin vtetray 

obscrvctl, the war ehanged ht. lo and the Likud's^uve, news of to 


that sooner or later if they aspire M: 
steady and stable peace agreement, tncy 
need the signature of the Tunis PLO am , 
not just the West Bank and Oaza rLy 

^Progress in the talks between 
the Palestinians also needs 10 . ,, 
alive by a change in atmosphere itu* , 
cupicd territories. How can there be p»»[ 
without a cease-fire? ... -- 

For Palestinians, a cease-fire w u 
quire that Israel first and forcrn^t _^ 
blasting the occupied territories. Butt . 
ers tearing up Palestinian land to 
room for Jewish selilemenis is_ ; 

mount to constant and scvcre shel 
Tlie policy of shooting at PalcsliniOT 

testers while poliliem ac i 1 V'iL' s . pJUl 
must also stop. In return, 1 believe -j 
tinians will undoubtedly stop 
of violent protest, which are caused g. 


of violent protest, wmcn ^ —:..u* m 

marily by iL Israeli oppressive loAugutt 1W0 when 

Only ihenihe parlies lo the 


Only when ihc pardcs io uie iwr- m 
an-lsracli conflicl are willing ioraogB ^tataung lines on the map into 
each other's national aspirations HMJS I ^f[. lbe Swrally featureless 
basic right to choose their own reprew * raw, tie commission had u. um- 
Mbn, followed by serjous w 


uie Ailed gnximt Inrtcs. tixin un witn i:r. ■ ■ 1 ,. uintK . lll 

grated half u million U> m» mure iltm with |*»lnu'.il e?og. ,, n^‘ '- .»*f ensC analyst 
Mm Thd remainder, ahoui uiltmmMom.m. Vm Kur. tS-^cSniil 

-a tir; cssej- 

ties in the Gulfs 
shiflw sands 

tow the line between Iraq uml Ku- foughti a war. - K , in w inter- 

: JjJ hio reveal its final decision at Iqcmtuinirtie not at all 

^t-war meeting in April. view. KorejjmHiet pentagon has 

■ Jyly speaking, the border wai like die Giill wu and Rustical 

to lie just soullt of the Iraqi only just begun to C onfiict with 

jj.rf Satwan and reach the crad challenges pn^-d I > 

the channels Khur Zubair and Iraq." «,» institution 

Abdullah meet to the north of Ditip liwn V \ fj irl h between 
Bubyan and Warbu islands. that can buunu. l«jtk d » abuuL 

Vwrinag acceptance of this Ixirdcr cuimaw» uf ^ rcliab | C . 

.fflssair”— 8SS!S94«feK 


t,. .. . r . w ****/ ,ll fi aufiOl bM- UIUUII, IW‘IU"VU -- . (.-MUJ- 

go. Rize-K has since headed to Suez building measures on the ground, 

while An Angel Champion Is still waiting progress in the peace talks be jjjj 

near, the straig. 6 Short of that, all the mecungs, 

• ‘statement said these interceptions, negotiations will amount to now ■ 8 ^ 

taking .place just before Ramadan, are than giving a dying cancer pall 

damaging ,Uie Jordanian ecohomy and pain killers. M 

dausmg personal losses lo Jordanian im- ,, in „n, a ilsb 

porters, besides the feet that they abuse The writer Is a Palestinian joum ... 

lhe mandate of UN Security Cbuncil. ■ : living in Jerusalem . 


commission had u> ton- 
tefetenecs to such things as 
Southerly date palms from 
*e site of a border post. 
^Whfcebyjibiii.hpolfr 


nhserved. the wnr cnangca huk m. . 

Middle East remains fossilized in the old 
order, wailing for the poetical processes 
initiated by the Gulf crisis to be advanced 

lin As 1 |hS&s C stwul there is as much room 
for order ns there is for disorder. Which 
prospect will become ascendant is depen- 
llunl on tlircc critical issues — the fmurc 
sntus and role or Iraq, die response of the 
Artb reRimcs to their political and cco- 
mimic pSn-s ihc resell of t o 
Anh-Israeli process, according to the 
IISS study. As there has been little 

nroaress n the first two of Ihew issues, 
H r ic study by Roland Dannreuthcr, 

to, K , now rea Jn »n Isrecli-Palcsun.an 

{Sc Middte OI EasT C wm l probably"*!nol be 

^SSSSS?|S& 

5 S “ SSSSSi 1 "-“ 


seem averse to an 


Causing personal losses lo Jordanian im¬ 
porters, besides the fact that they abuse 
the mandate of UN Security Cbuncil. ■ 


on exactly where the bor- 
J^chesjhecoaJi 1 — ! 1 is agreed to 
rf,S* Ime from the position 
Safwan border post -*• 
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k to complicated by the fact 
Jhany of (he onginal British maps 
to scale, . 

b.3J*JW*ars that the Commission 
Hat tbc bonJer should lie 
ihc north of its presently 
JnJrJJg&r- a fact which proropi- 
(^^*'.'^epre4cnutivc on Se 
to declare that ihc new 
| frbiSS! pJJooch^Uje emirate’s his- 

|SwdJSr- d “ isiwnri " 


Iraqi pc4»plc u.w action - y nilcd them. now^., un fo,ds. 

sure the American ejector ^ pros- rearrange their priorities with 

“ n “ 0 ^n e consequ “" sa " 

awl ihJil tnpi'!">li s *‘ Mam H Academic File. 

pp^PaladlnyHarper Collins: ' . 


b old was not greeted wiili glee in the UKua. I 
os® 8 The party's ravorite adversary was Percj, I 
raced whom it had gotten used to knocking zest- I 
fully” 1 As long as Rabin opposed Perns, he 
room was the Likud's darling Labonlc whic 1 
illicit helped moke him popular with the genc^ 
epen- public. Now, the Likud will ha *f. . I. 
future smash the new Labor leader it helped 

"cco 0 bU BuL U S'tlie Likud’s reaction was cquivo- I 
if the col, there was joy in the ne )f 
o the bloc. Tho leftist kc tho Rabm 

little win as worth a few additional Knesset i 

issues, mandates for them. . . f I 

iuthcr, The idea is dial.Rabin wiU Trighicn ftorn 

sunian Ubor's comer dieharil I 

would have stayed with the Peres camp , t 
sidcra- but to whom Rabin is .anathema. Thc» | 
■ficieni voters, the leftist reckoning is, w 1 

war in straight into the new Iisls open.arms* . 

a? 

I Ulsssi 

“S SSlrBSs ,' 

ers arc rai P r wpec[s^i configuration, the 

unongst In ihejinternal Rab -^ ha{ j a hard 

accom- outstanding fact ^ Peres's four 

^Sdleats and other unsavory chap- J 


The flucuiMion in we Jcading 

figures Iwvc been that they 

to suspicion amon ^ l in a rte allies' propa- 
were but a mere cog m the^« hSo re- 
ganda machine. At allied in- 

calls, die Sunday Time m 

iclhgcncc wukv 11 ^ 200,(»0 Ira- 
Waihingu>n weeks later 

mi ma5 hive died._A lc f albcd 
General 

forces g May ]9 g\ 

’as many as ISO.OW. V" Acency is- 
Z VSDefatw Intelligence Agency 


The Gulf Connict: A Political a™! 
Strategic 264. The 

■■SSStoS?'institute for Strategic: 
,$tu(lits. London. 

Saild Rizvi is the mdnaging editor of. 
Academic File. 


electoral detests JJndTwiff 

teis. Rabin managed uj ciimo wu« 

Mktod till ihe P very l®>™tes were re 

rCo^andSUe^noiongeran 

*c e pX ^ ishmcnt had 

who endowed Rabmwd 
timbi^mwelychanged' 
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L'm-ano dll sidcle 

Trois jours de neige et de blizzard ont provoquS d'6normes d6gats 
en Jordcii ie et dans touts la region. Dans le seul royaume 260 
blesses C'est le cinqui&me orage qui s'abat sur la Jordanie depuis 
le mois de janvier. De m6moire de Jordanien, I'hiver 1991-92 est le 
__- plus rude jamais connu. 


Portefeuille 

Hausse spectaculaire des carburants 

' Le P rix du " su P er " ^ la popipe augmente de 11 % 

^ffiedaj^lajiSb^d&idS Mb fa av “ le Conseildesmini- 


^ C9dre du Kmement. . : ® ■ 116 mdnages, dont le reveriu tie dd- 

programme de, • xedressemeht . Pmir ip. __ pa»e ms 300 JD oar mni« 


\rivu;. VJO plan, fixe pour la peri- 
ode 1992-98 doit assurer; ;des ■ 
sources qe fmancement an pays 
But de fopdfaiion: Venforcer la 
; balance des paiemepts el recon- 
sutuer }es rdseiyes en devises du. 
royaume'. 

1 , 9 ®^ W*® doit renflbUer ie.' 
Tresor,jordanien d’uiii moiiiaht 
d environ 4p*milli6n$ de dollars 
au momen t 5 $ la pays s’apprSte ft ' 
faire: face au .remboursemenf dti 
service d$ sa deiie^tdrleure. 1 es- ' 
tirtid ft, 1$ riiilltrirda' de dollars* 

,-:. 1 , r {.m j 

■••V ■■rJ|K 4 £::^Vv 


“super" coflte 300 Ills, cc qui r? 
pr^emeunehausse d'ft'pN pr fes 
1 t'fc.Lejrrazoiitpasse ft 105 fils 
ini 1 ^ 61 ‘augmente done de 
40%., Qpam au.fuel. utilise dans 
i-Industrie, il sach&te 65 JD la 
topne, sqit une hausse' dp 35 %. 

Ie fue . 1 9M'uiiIiseni 
certmnes, cmreprjses pour 

salim enter . en dlcctricitd ■ ne 
11 **** 41 dina ^ 

^fc^ion.annoricde par ie' 

' ¥ in W l of Siippiy" eTpris^ep ;. 




■fa raisons 

d une telle hausse. Le Premier 
imnistre, Zeid ben Shaker a inii- 

f Sin?- 1 ®?? 6 coraprendre et 
a coopdrer. De son . cfltd, , le 
Parlement a ddjft prdvu une ses- 
sjon pour aborderle sujet, Ptfci- 
s|6n.rassunpue: cette, mesure' 
jSf® * a dernitre pour 
annde 92. C'est du rnoins la 
Pfpmesse.de$ autoritds jorda- 

(AvecAFP) 


POLIO • 32 cas de polio 
recensds en Jordanie depuis 
ddeembre dernier! Deux cn- 
fanis ont ddjft trouvd la 
morl des suites de ccttc 
maladic. Pour faire face & 
ce fjfiau, 1 c ministrc jordani¬ 
en de la Santd a lancd lundi 
dernier une compngnc nn- 
lionalc pour In vaccination 
des enfoms en bas-fige. Arcf 
AI Batainch a exhortd les 
hflpitaux jordaniens, cl dc 
nombrcuscs organisations it 
participcr it cette campagne. 
Malgrd les intern pdrics, 
300.000 enfants dc moins 
decinq ans ont ddjft did vuc- 
cinds. 

PAIX - Les pourparlers bi- 
laldraux dc Wnshingtun- 
quairidmc round, sembini* 
ent hicr, s'achcniincr vers 
une impasse. Les Isrudlicns 
refusent loujours le principc 
d'un rctraiL des Tcrritoircs- 
occupds depuis la guerre dc 
1967. Les Arabcs mniiulon- 
nent leur position cl deman- 
dom rapplicalion des ^so¬ 
lutions 242 ct 338 des 
Notions Unics. C 6 ld amdri- 
cain, seul ie chef du dd- 
paricmem d'Etat, James 
Baker, csl monld au erdneau 
devant un comitd du 
Congrds amdricain, liant 
i'ociroi dc garamies de prfiL 
ii Israel & I'arrfit de la colon¬ 
isation des Terriioircs- 
occupds. 

IRAK - Le conseil de sdcu- 
rild des Nations Unics ap- 
pclle Hrak h entamer la de¬ 
struction de ses missiles 
baliistiques. Hicr, l'lrak a 
demandd un sursis. L'ONU 
a rappel Id sa mission 
d'inspecdon en Irak. 


NICE - "Cette courtc vie- 
loire servira dc Ic^on It tout 
le monde" a affirmfi la can¬ 
didate UDF-droite liWrale, 
Maric-Jcanne Murcia, qui a 
coiffd sur le poteau Jacques 
Pcyrat (FN) au deuxidme 
tour de la cantonale de 
Nice. Au premier tour, le 
rcprdsentant du Front Na¬ 
tional, parti d'exirSme- 
droitc avnit largcmcnl dis¬ 
tuned tous les autres candi- 
dais en rccucillanl 37,96% 
des voix. 

SCHEER - L'ex-numiiro 
deux dc la diplomatic 
frangaise, Francois Schecr, 
estime ue pas avoir "failli i 
sa Ulciic" (fans I'affairc Hab- 
ache, qui Ini a coOtd son 
|X)stc. L'ancicn sccrdtaire 
gdndral du ministrc des 
Affaires dtrangdres l'a fail 
savoir dans un idldgramme 
d'uclicux ndressd & ses ex- 
colldgucs de travail. Dans 
le "Journul du Dimandie", 
Frangois Schecr prficise 
iiu'il ne . critique personne 
uans cc message et en au- 
cun cas le mimsirc Roland 
Dumas. 

J.O - Albertville, c'est fin!!, 
Lc prdsidcnl du Comilfi in- 
lemational olympique 
(CIO), Juan Antonio Sama¬ 
ranch, a clfllur 6 les Jeux. 
Olympiques d'hiver. II a 
Iransmis le drapeau an: 
moire norvdgien de Lille-; 
hammer, qui devra or^mS-i 
er les prochains jeux, en 
1994. Environ 33.000 per-, 
sonnes assistaient & ceUC: 
edidmonie. Au paimarei; 
des mddailles, rAllemagne 
arrive cn idle, devani la 
Communauld des Eiflis m- 
ddpendants(CEI) et la 
Norvdge. La France se con- 
tentc de la septi 6 me posi: 
lion. •' -J 


9?? "visages, ambiance et nostalgic" au CCF. L I«1 
h. m? 08 f n mu> * e magnitlsme de Louis Jouvet, plrrisfetlble 
finTnnfSi rhunter nos souvenirs. Mardl 3 morai a 
r i(5? UILL ^l 193 ^» de Mare Allfarat, avec Rolmu et MIcliMe^ 
dUini? 16 * ?!*, brtv ® homme prena en pltld une Jeune femme 1 
a un crime. Ilia fail acqultter. 

H P rfS°, N - CCF, du 4 au 14 mars, "Aquarelles deFYan 
_■ Printre Slovene est un des grands et rores aquarellist 
jrfJ 5surtout ; fi ? France, Les grondes aquarelles qui seron 
sees au CCF out oour i>i__ in mar’* 


SfiM an nn D -, grunuca — 

sees au CCF Ont ppu^ thlme "les bouquets de ]a mer"., 

f * 5 concerts fiflte et gultare, pr^vus le 24 
r/^rtl tUre J ,e 25 «vrler 6 I'hStel Holiday Inn d'Aqot 

•JSSf-hW 2 *,*, 3 mars. La conference sur la "Nouvelle fi 8 u 
... * *!? u f n 4vrll. L'exposltloh VUliglatures est annul^e. L exp 
^ res d eofaptsne fermera ses portes que ]e 2 mors. 

!_*tr>'-. .! ►- • • - ■ • i 
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Parlement 


1 Ul l-Ufllk.M'l 

L'alcool a I'ordre du jour 

Deux semaines aprfes le "vote des 34", le sujet hante toujours la coupole. Reportage 

parle dc ce -i • "H' aur.un dnule dans la reci 


nouvciiu comnicniai^c 

»ini par I'lslam; " Nous Ahmad Al-Kafawein 
fcrtns par consequent iranchir J 

Bra", nous confie l'une des .... 

Jrionnnifcs du Parlement. Cc projel avail ddjJi did 6voqu<3 
CP "Ccla ne sc fera jamais. |ors la s^sion parlcmcnlairL 
iusemcnl, d'aillcursl Pour- prdefidente. Rdccmmcnt. il a M 
as vculcnt-ils isolcr lu Jorda- cxummd par la Commission Juri 
litdu rcsie du monde ci surtout dique du Conseil des Deputes 
k I'OccidenL B , declare son pms suumis it I approbation dc 


it alcool est une muladie dont ilfaut debarrasser 
la societe jordtniietwe " 




Ahmad Al-Kafawein 


Cc projel avail ddji 616 dvoqud cullds. Tous ccux qui rcspcctcnl 
lors dc 1 a session parlcmcnlaire I'ftlre humain deyraient nous 
prdcfidentc. Rdccmmcnt, il a did soutenir dans cet effort, 
exumind par la Commission Juri- Atef Al-Bloush, depute de Kc- 
.i!_ . 1 .. .Ino nXmiiXo rnlf imnnrlf'.nnnl flu bloc DirlC- 


dcs points posiLifs ct dcs points 
ndgatils. La solution rdsidc sans 
aucun doulc dans la reconver¬ 
sion dcs industries jordaniennes 
qui fabriqucni aciuellcmenL dc 
l'alcool; jus dc fruits ct produits 
laiticrs par excmplc- pcuveni 
remplaccr les boissons alcooli- 
s6cs ci dvilcr ainsi Ui fermeiurc 
de ccs industries cl la suppres¬ 
sion d’cmplois". 

"Dc louics fagons, la fabrica¬ 
tion dc l'alcool csl unc- activity 
mincurc dont la part dans 
l'econoinic jordanienne est plus 
que sccondairc”, declare Alcf 
Al-Bloush. 

Chacun s'accorde ft dire que 
cciic "affaire" ne devrait pas cf- 
fraycr les Chrdticns, qu'ils soicnL 
Jordaniens ou non. "Dc louL 
temps, les Chrfilicns ont bdnfifi- 
cid d'un siulul special, garanli 
par I'lslam. Ccux qui voudronl 
consommcr dc l'alcool pourronl 

1- P-n... Pa nil. nn n<iccP 
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exumind par la Commission Juri- Atcf Al-Bloush, depute ne is.c- consommcr ue i aicooi pounu.-x 
ditnie du Conseil dcs DSputds, rak apparlenanl au bloc parle- lc faire chez cux. Ce qui se passe 

mus suumis ft I'approbaiion de mentairc dcs Islainistcs Indfipen- ft I lntdrieur de-s maisons nc nous 

1 .inntc m Minicim rl'F.tm chnrsd rp.ffardc nas. 


Digue. "L'intcrdiction de la 
triffliion cl de la comincrduli- 
m de l'alcool est unc affaire 
care a nous ue la considd- 
b cn aucun cos com me une 
(6 par rapport aux nom- 
defis interieurs ct cx Id¬ 
as auxqucls la Jordanie csl 
n&omfic ,, , confie Found Khali- 
l " Mqis nous ilevons 
bodcr" insistc-l-il. 


rcnscmblc du Conseil. Pour Ah¬ 
mad Al-Kafawein, ddpuld Frftre 
Musulman de 1a circonscriplion 
dc Kdrak, "l'alcool est unc mala¬ 
dic dont il faul ddbarrasser la so- 
eidld jordanienne". "En Occident, 
qjoutc-l-il, lie nombrcuscs associ¬ 
ations lutlciit contrc I'alcooiismc, 


ations lutlciit contrc I'alcooiismc, L'aspcct deonomique? Ahm 
tel csl dgnlcincni noire but. Al-Karawcm rcconnnii quill ft 
L'alcool, mcinc cn jxiiiic quan- dro y dire puriiculiftremcnlaiu 
lltd, nuit ft I'homme et ft ses fa- tif. ' Dans tout projel, il exi 


dants ct Ministrc d'Etat chargd 
dcs Affaires Parlcmcniaires, ap- 
prouve dgalcmenl cc projel. 
"L'alcool est rcsponsablc dc 
nombreux drames sociaux ct dc 
comporlcmenis irrcsponsables. 
Savcz-vous qu'en Jordanie, un 
crime cominis sous rcffci dc 
l'alcool permet ft son auteur dc 
bdndficicr dc circonsianccs al- 
idnuanics? Cc n'esi plus acccpia- 
bJel" 

L'aspcct deonomique? Ahmad 
Al-Kafawein rcconnnii qu'il fau- 
dro y dire puriiculiftrcmenl oltcn- 
lif. "Dans tout projel, il cxistc 


Sec tear alcoolise 

La grogne des 
patrons 




regarde pas." 

Quant aux Strangers, ddsireux 
dc se rendre en Jordanie, tou- 
ristes ou hommes d'affaires, 
"certains apprdcicronl cclie- me- 
surc, car cllc est un gage dc sd- 
curild cl dc confiance. D'autrcs 
I’exagfercronl el ruliliscronl con- 
tre I’inldr&l de la Jordanie." 

Cesl maintenant au Gouvcmc- 
ment d'abatlrc son jcu. Avam de 
renvoyer le dossier au Parlc- 
ment. Le temps pour les plus 
anxieux, de boire un petit verre. 
.Scra-l-il lc dernier? ■ 

MichSle Rieux 


tv 


;menacees par la "prop- 
ion des 34” 

i VEULENT faire de la re- 
*1 une loi, c'est incroyablc, 
Tird'hui, Us portent dc 
9°i. demain, ils vont nous 
^ comment nous habiller, 
jnent ■ marcher, comment 
pre" affirme le dircctcur fi- 
Jcr d’une imporiante firmc 
Hiaricc d’alcool. 

J 1 chiffre porte-malhcur csl 
*■34 cpmme le nombre des 
qui ont rdccmnicnt void 

lous tremblons, nous 
°fls peur pour la plu- 
Wtdenos projets, 
pj hesitons d import- 
Ms machines et des 
procluits de bate". 


^position” pour inicrdire 
raction, la vcme et la dis- 
w d'alcoo! en Jordanie. 
al, Une dizainc de patrons 
^;de boissons alcoolisdes 


leurs gardes. "Ce 
as ;nouvcau, confie fun 


Jd#, Tidde a ddjftdtddvo- 
demise''. Cette 
»*■' a- did approuvde par 
dc^|iarlementairei 

Wwition de id doit en¬ 


core, telle unc balle do ping 
pong, rcbondir favorablcmcnt 
dans lc camp du Oouvcrncmcnt, 
avant dc revenir dans cclui du 
Parlement. La proeddure sera 
longue. Mais ddjft, les patrons 
prdparent leur dfifense, argu¬ 
ments deonomiques ft l'appui. 

Lc sccteur dc la production 
dcs boissons alcoolisdes, en Jor- 
danic, c'est unc dizamc dc 
firmes, ddtcnucs par les chrdu- 
ens du royaume. Les musulmans 
se tiennent ft I'dcart dc cc type 
d'activild. Loi jordanienne 
oblige. Les investissements dans 
cc domainc: environ 38 millions 
dc dollars. 750 salarids travail- 
!cnl dans ie sccteur. “Nous 
sommes sftrs que ccttc proposi¬ 
tion va avoir dcs effets ndfastes 
sur I'lndustric jordanienne qui 
s'esl ddveloppde ccs dcrmercs 
anndcs" lance un patron. Un 
confrere, sur la mfime longueur 
d'ondc: "Ccttc anndo, nous espe- 
rons avoir 250 employds, nous 
voulons augmenter nos exporta¬ 
tions (moin$ de deux millions de 
J.D pour la prdeddente), nous ne 
pourrons pqs progrcsscr si nous 
rencontrons des problftmes . tl 
ajoute: “Nous tremblons, nous 
avons peuY pour la 
iUjs projels, nous hdsitons a im- 
poncr aes maphines ct des pro- 
dults de base".: 

. Une telle loi, si clle passait, 
pourrait ddiobousser plusieurs 
• secieurs de 1'dconomic jorda¬ 
nienne. "C'est une chainc, la vie 


if - 1 i Mi'.- ^ 


| . ^ " 

7SO employes iravalHent dans ce sec tear 


de bcaupoup do firmes ddpend 
de nos compagnies productriccs 
d’alcool. C'est valable pour les 
transports, I'embaUage, les assu¬ 
rances..." Les patrons des dix 
mines ne comprcnpcot pas, cette 
vague anti-alcool, ft prion non 

justifide. , . . 

La boisson est bicn loin de re- 
nrdsenter un ndau pour lc roy¬ 
aume. La consommauon an- 
nucllc du Jordanien csl d'un litre 
de bifcre, un sixi&me dc lure 
d'Arak. II suffii de multiplier par 
100 pour obtenir le rauo curo- 
pden: "La preuve que la poli¬ 
tique des gouvemcments en ia 
matifere a jusqu'ft maintenant die 
couronnfie de succfts" arfirme un 
patron de compagme. Avant de 
porter Ie ddbat sur lo terrain 
Idtologique: "La Jordameest 
prdsenide comme, un L meryetir 
leux pays pour la fibre entre- 
prise, ppor sesaUiiiCLions tounS-: 
llaucs, pour son atiaChemeftl a ra. 
hmionde liberie.: Le vptedufte 
telle loi irait ft I'encontre de la 


d6mocraiie' r . 

Les yeux sont maintenant rives 
sur le gouveraement. Un cruel 
dilemmc sc profile ft lTiorizon 
politique de l'dquipe Ben Shaker. 
Deux semaines aprfts la presenta¬ 
tion dc son plan pour l'emploi, ie 
Premier ministre trouve entrc ses 
mains un dossier qui rime avec 
chdtnage. Sans comP«r les re- 
cates que reprdsenienl pour ie 
Trdsor, Ics diffdremes taxes afre- 
renics aux produits alcool isps. 
Celles qui lOuchent la production 
locale soiii de 1'ordre de 14 mil¬ 
lions de dollars par an. Les taxes 
sur ('importation d'alcopl repre- 
sentenl 11 millions de dollars. 

Selon des sources : pfficiclles 
bieri informdes, I'adopUon de la 
"proposition des 34" serai 1 ex- 
clue, en raison des.rdperoussions 
negatives qu'elle aurail sur 
r&onomie du pays. De qUoi ras- 
surer, pour le moment, dix pa- 
ironS d ilsines de boissons alqoo- 

Lis6es. ■ prancisMazoyer 


LA NOUVELLE augmen¬ 
tation dcs prix dffcrlc sur la 
Jordanie. La premiftre 
va^uc s'csl produitc la sc- 
miune dcrnierc, jemm un 
froid sur lc royaume. Fdlici- 
tons-nous. Pour lc moment, 
seals les prix du "super", du 
mazout eL du "fuel", neecs- 
sairc pour cermines indus¬ 
tries, soul conccmds. Mais 
quelies haussesl Elies 
s'dtalcni dc 11 ft 40%. 

Pumllft lenient, lc gou- 
vcrncmcni a dfieidd dc 
soutenir Les foyers plus ou 
inoins ddfavorisds, pour 
leurs ddpenscs dc chuuff- 
agc. Cent J.D. scronl accor- 
dfis pour l'anndc 1992, ft 
ccux qui gagnent moins de 
300 dinars par mois. 

Apparcmmcnt, lc gou- I ] 
vcrncmcnt ne pouvait pas J 
aitcndrc jusiju’ft la fin du I 
Ramadan. II fallail collie I 
que cofite annonccr la ddei- I 
slon avant les ndgocialions I 
du Club dc Paris (28 Cfivri- I 
cr), qui de-vaicnl aboutir sur I 
un rddchelonnemcnl des I 
delics cxtfirieurcs. Lfc I 
mysiferc s'dclaircil. • Un I 
dconomisLc a rfivdlfi lc 15 I 
fiivricr dernier que lc gou- I 
vemement avail ddjft pris | 
dcs engagements devant lc I 
FMI cn vuc d'augmemer le I 
prix des carburants. | 

Rcconnaissons-le; ft I 
I'cxccption des articles sub- I 
ventionnds par I'EUil, I 
1'anndc demidre, les pnx I 
onl augmentd ft pi usicurs re- I 
prises. Les citoycns ne con- I 
sommem pas sculemcnt du I 
Viz, du pain ou du sucre, 1 
DifTicile de joindre Ics deux I 
bouts pour bon nombre dc | 
families. | 

Dans un pays comine la I 
Jordanie, les prix nc ddpen- I 
dent pas seulcmcnt dc I 
j'oITrc cl dc la dcmnmle. I 
Ceue question touche aussi I 
ft la conjoncture politique. I 

Notre pays traverse ac* I 
tuellement unc pdriode uts I 
difficile. Prcssions poli- I 
tiques et dconomiques sc I 
conjuguent pour L'clouffcr I 
ou pour le forcer ft changer I 
d'orientalions. Ccs pres- I 
sions provicnncnl dcs pays I 
dirangers, comme dcs pays I 
arabes, dits "frdres". Nos I 
principcs doivcnl nous scr- I 
vir de remparis contrc ces I 
perpdlucllesatiaqucs. , | 

Reiour ft la vie quou- 1 
dienne. Lc gouvernement 
peut encore jouer la carle de 
k redistribution et prendre 
des mesures en ce sens. Le 
fardeau doit dire dquitab e- 
ment rdparti sur Ics dpaules | 
dc tous Ics citoycns. 

Jusqu'ft maintenant, les 
ddfavorisds som les grands 
perdonts de .ee jcu dcono- 
mique. Cc sont cux qui con- 
scnidnt le plus grand nom- 
bre de sacrifices. Lorsqpc » 
vase ddborde, Ics protesta¬ 
tions populaircs dclatcnl, 
comme en 1989. 

Pourquoi repdier ics 
m&me erreurs? Plus que ja- 
mais, les gras salaires-doi- 
vent faire des concisions, 
C’est cela le vdntable 
"ajustenienL siructurcl qul 
■ consiiLue le. remdde pour. 
noire pays. * • : 

. . • fj 

■ ■". .. '■ \ .• 
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• Many Ammonites were 
thrilled to see His Majesty King 
Hussein personally supervising 
operations to open snow blocked 
streets on Wednesday. The King, 
driving his Mercedes four-wheel 
drive, was accompanied by TRH 
Princes Ali, Hamza and Prin¬ 
cess Haya. The King was also 
joined by Prime Minister Sharif 
Zaid ben Shaker. King Hussein 
visited die Ministry of Public 
Works where he met with minis¬ 
ters Abdel Karim Kabnriti (la¬ 
bor), Sand Hail Srour (public 
works), Jawdut Sboul (interior) 
and Mohammad Saqqaf (sup¬ 
ply) who briefed His Majesty, 

• Her Majesty Queen Nuor rep¬ 
resented Jordan in a special UN 
meeting on the economic devel¬ 
opment of rural women, which 
was held in Geneva last week. 
Accompanying the Queen was 
Mrs Laila Sharaf. The meeting, 
which was attended by the repre¬ 
sentatives of 64 countries, was 
opened by UN Secretary- 
General Dr Butros Ghali. 

• Ideal Systems, agents for Ap¬ 
ple Computer Inc., in coopera¬ 
tion with UKAZ (United King¬ 
dom Alumini Club) held a qua 
nighi at the Jordan InterConti¬ 
nental Hotel lust Friday 21 Feb¬ 
ruary. The evening included din¬ 
ner and was packed with 
participants. Quesuons covered a 
wide variety of topics and prizes 
were awarded to first, second 
and third place winners. 

• Dr Amin Nasser has been re¬ 
cently elected to the fellowship 
of the Royal College of Obstetri¬ 
cians and Gynaecologists 
(R.COG), The -college council 
elects the fellows on merit. The 
Admission ceremony for the 
new fellows will be held at the 
College in London, on Friday 5 
June 1992. 


a 


PEOPLE 


Congratulations!! 

Graduations, appoint¬ 
ments, engagements, 
weddings, newborns, 
promotions, special 
awards, excellent 

achievements. 

Drop us a line and send a 
photo...we will run it free 
of charge in The Star's 
People and Events page. 





• HRH Prince Faisal ben A1 Hussein patronized a celebration held 
on the occasion of Arbor Day at the Bsharat Golf Club in cooperation 
with the InterContinental Hotel. The event was attended by HRH 
Princess Muna in addition to a number of high ranking officials, 
Arab and foreign diplomats and the members of the club. Staff mcm- 
bers of the hotel participated in planting 1992 olive trees under the 
slogan Towards a Greener Jordan. 1 ' 




• Mrs In grid Phillips organized last Monday a charily bridge vs- 
“° n “ l ,l Plaz0 , Holc i J te JPP"* Severn willgoinXofa 

18 deSi * n ° d 10 L c ^" 


Jordan takes part in Puppetry festival 


By Hind-Lara Mango, 

Special to The Star 

ELEVEN COUNTRIES partici- 

P ated in the. Eighth International 
Mlival for Puppetry in Tunis in 
February. The six Arab countries 
taking part .were: Lebanon, Tuni- 
; sia, Egypt, Syria, Yemen, and 
,for the fust Uihe Jordan. The six 
member team from Jordan , was 
headed, by Wafa Qusous from 
the Ministry of Culture. 

- Their puppet production “My 
Grandmother's Chest-lales,” di¬ 
rected njid written as part of Qii- 
i sous' thesis far her masters de- 
gide, deplt with the themes of: 
culture and heritage..In Tunisif 
was commended for its original 
subjecL .which was particular to 
its country. "Most of the other 
Arab participants had adapted 
! other siories of produced, plays 
Umt had nothing to do with their 
countries;" said Qtisous upon her 
.arrival; /: 

Jordanians ; witnessed ' this 
stow in 1990 as it tphred differ - 1 


em areas of the country. Similar¬ 
ly, t this show was presented in 
various parts of Tunis three 
limes, to an audifrncc of about 
300 every lime. Jordanian Am¬ 
bassador to Tunis, Haydar Mah¬ 
moud and his wife attended the 
final, show, as well as members 

there ? 6 Jordani?n comipuhily 

Qusous added that "we' were 
a^ked to. extend our stay arid to 
perform more shows. Unfortu¬ 
nately; our schedule did not per¬ 
mit us to do: so. But we had a 
memorable time in 'ftiriis where¬ 
by; everyone was 1 extremely 
cooperative and appreciative of 
our production.". ‘v: 

• According -jo Qusous! this 
event was very exciting and use¬ 
ful in that. it brought' together 
people from all over the world. 
Consequently, the Jordanian 
team proposed the idea of estab¬ 
lishing an Arab Union for Pup¬ 
petry. There were .suggestions' 
wW-.il include only African 
coiiri tries in which Jordan would 


Workshop on environment 
seeks national awareness 


By Lina Arafat 

Special la The Slur 

IT IS only within die last genera¬ 
tion that the world community 
has begun to realize die sheer 
magnitude of threats to the glo¬ 
bal environment, and how the 
destruction of forests and the 
burning of coal and oil affect 
both the- climate and human wel¬ 
fare worldwide. 

This was one of die comments 
that were made during a one- 
week workshop entitled "Action 
Groups in Environment Protec¬ 
tion", which was held recently 
by the Jordanian Society for the 
Control of Environmental Pollu¬ 
tion in cooperation with the Frie¬ 
drich Nauman Foundation (FNF) 
of Germany. The workshop was 
held within the framework of Uic 
National Environmental Infor¬ 
mation and Education Pro¬ 
gramme (NEIEP). 

Twenty participants represent¬ 
ed various public and private in¬ 
stitutions in Jordan and acted us 
liaison officers, gathering infor¬ 
mation and promoting awareness 
on environmental protection in 
their areas. 

Society Chairman. Mr Ahmad 
Obcidat, addressed the opening 
session, underlining Hie impor¬ 
tance of urgent acuun. "Several 
adverse social and economic 
practices are causing severe 
damages to the environment in 
Jordan, and the time has come to 
define those responsible for this 
situation in u bid to prevent fur¬ 
ther deterioration," he said. 

FNF has been active in Jordan 
for ten years now. Mr Walter 


Rudcl of the FNF said 

cn^ronmenta 1 problems arS 

mg fell m many develop* 
countries, we thought Rl 
to u good idea to 
stimulate die cnviSSeS 
movement in Jordan. p ro 2 
up-to-date information on gffi 
and naupnai issues, dlsfi 
the problems with a concS 
audience and raising and aims, 
lalmg environmental awarenas 
and action." 

Director of the NEIEP m. 
gram, Mr Munir Adham Si 
We arc leaching those involved 
with die program to act as pres¬ 
sure groups to foster environ- 
mental activities and to Icam 
how to develop without harming 
the environment." e 

Though international and na- 
tional technical, legal and politi¬ 
cal approaches to resolving envi¬ 
ronmental problems arc at die 
center of ihc lectures and delib¬ 
erations of the NEIEP, individu¬ 
al participation and a change ia 
attitudes is also stressed, as all 
human beings arc polluters and 
should become environmentally 
educated and concerned citizens. 

The activities of the NEIEP 
come at a lime when the fust 
ever Earth Summit, organized by 
die United Nations Conference 
on Environmental Development 
(UNCED), will be taking pise 
in Rio De Janeiro, Brazil, be¬ 
tween 1-12 June 1992.1 


Due to weather con¬ 
ditions Agenda has 
been postponed ' 


be excluded, but after lengthy 
talks it was decided that the Un¬ 
ion would be a body represent¬ 
ing Arab countries in general. A 
temporary preparatory commit- 
been set up with Salah 
Al-gakah, director of the Cairo - 
for puppetry, as its presi- 

It was-MTeed that the commit- 
tee^would meet twice this year . 
with the first meeting in Jordan. 

It was also agreed that the Un¬ 
ion s base would be in Tunis, 
since it was the only Arab coun¬ 
try to. hold festivals of this na¬ 
ture./ ' • i: - • -r ' ; 

■ It IS planned (hat by 1993 die 
Union will be officially Inaugu¬ 
ral-' The alms are of producing ' 
regular, publications something, : 
similar to the Unipn Intemalibn- 

al^de la Maiionqne (UNIMA) v. 

whereby yearly festivals would 

lake place, and there Wohld be a 
constant; exchange of. Ufek,,-... 
Hopes are high , for introducing . 
puppetry in education arid utiliz- : 
uig u as a mearis of therapy* ■ - 
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Obituary: Alex Haley 

Author of black 
bestseller dies, aged 70 


By Richard H. King 

0 EMBERED IN most pco- 
minds as die author or die 
uglier Roots, American au- 
SaAlM Haley died this month 
jjiheart attack in a Seaule hos- 
jaL aged 70. Described by its 
as "faction'', Roots: The 
to of an American Family 
BS published in autumn 1976. 

Bi April of the next year it. had 
ilwo million copies and won 
twm^jor book awards. Even as 
Hiity was finishing die book, 

ABC was making it into an eight 
el television movie. It was 
tea by an enormous television 
iufee in January 1977, and 
ns followed by a 12 -hour se¬ 
rai, Roots: The next genera- 
w, In February 1979. 
dearly Roots touched some 
essential chord in the American 
uydhe at the Ume. Why it did so 
snot incomprehensible in rclro- 
jpxi First, Roots combined die 
Bflbenticity of history with die 
vividness of fiedon to make an 
qactale focusing on the story of 
far gencrudons of' African- 
Aiwicans. Not since Gone with 
bt-Wind had the popular imagi- 
trn been so stirred. Even 
m than Mrs Mitchell's nopu- 
kdassic, Haley's book offered 
taand violence, uplift and hor- 
nr, inspiration and degradation, 
to in the wake of the civil 
$ 1 $ movement, and for the 
wt lime, a popular classic was 
B devoted to resurrecting die 
sst cause" of the white .Smith 
to of excavating the.yet-to-bo- 
feovercd histories of Africun- 
Aniericans. 

Soots was popular with white 
Americans as well. Seventy-one 
Pjcent of the actual television 
wepce watched the last epi- 
we of the first scries. By no 
pi a whitewash of chatusl 
way nor replete with white 
W? of character of courage, 
Ws, still moved white Ameri- 
*ilh iho story of the tiisrup- 
’8J5 an African Eden by cruel 
‘JJfcan slaves, the militant 
of a slave, Kunta Kinte, 
Jgr^ual emergence of Kintc's 
family in slavery and its 
^ info freedom after 1865. 
, 5 *i literally rags to riches, the 
J^rican Dream told from the 
"Jfpoirit of view, with social 
■Jinoral significance added by 

:g-^Ps ihe"hcro" oi Roots 
me family, an institution 
JJAmencans of both races saw 
■ Singly beleaguered. 
,/wwver. Roots traced the 
jawing process by which 
the ques- 

;*/J friost people, especially 
»njeocans, needed to ask; 
JSW’fU r- where did we — 
jjygpri? The story of Haley's 
jf the answer conclud- 
, !.th® end of the Gam- 
l ! WesL Africa was not 
darkness" but an old 
- who readc the 
Between stories 
‘bH.«• henrd as a young boy 

f Altel^i?*’ ; ^ enne!;scc “nd die 
homeland, The magical 

J^eamc, wrote Haley. 

■2it iKS? " about u,c 

?aa,c '" 
w ^ our sons, Koin* 
he wasnev- 
Haley was 
^ > I were 
: My Wood 
*wVecorigealcd. , ' Hal- 






Kunta Kinte, Haley's ancestor In the 1977film \Roots 


cy. and black Americans, had 
come home. 

But Ihc criticisms, some petty 
and some disturbing, were not 
long in coming. Many black crit¬ 
ics wondered why Roots had 
been so well received by whites. 
Ollier critics wondered if Haley 
hadn't simply turned Gone with 
the Wind racial stereotypes on 
Uicir heads. Professional histori¬ 
ans began culling attention to the 
fictional elements of the text — 
obviously invented dialogues 
and incidents — and wondered 
where die facl/ficlion divide 
properly belonged. Others found 
Historical inconsistencies, anach¬ 
ronisms and implausibililics. 

Most damaging was the chal¬ 
lenge from the British journalist 
Mark Onoway in The Sunday 
Times. Ottoway challenged the 
authenticity of the story of Kun¬ 
ta Kinte with which the Gambi¬ 
an griot had firsL stunned Haley. 
In response, Haley admitted the 
conjectural nature of much of his 
historical reconstruction and of¬ 
fered the following justification; 

1, we. need a place called 
Eden. My people need a Pil¬ 
grim's Rock. / wanted to portray 
our original culture in its pris¬ 
tine state, and / know it is a fair 
appraisal. But you (Ottoway) 
are absolutely right and fair to 
say. howc^r. that it was not life 
way Jujfure (the Gambian vit- 
: (age) then was. 

Haley's greater contribution to 
. Afro American—and American 

history and literature may.have 
been his co-auihofthip of t he 
Autobiography of' Malcolm X 
(1965). Like many young black 
men In America. Haley found 
more opportunities in military 


Exclusive 

Marlon Brando stars in new epic 
'Christopher Columbus: 

The Discovery' 


than civilian life. He spent 20 
years in the US Coast Guard and 
turned his hand to professional 
journalism upon leaving in 1959. 
Though never a particularly po¬ 
litical man, Haley wrote an aril : 
cle on the growing Nation of Is¬ 
lam sect for Reader's Digest. In 
the process Haley met its most 
brilliant young leader, Malcolm 
X, and later interviewed him. 
After being approached by a 
publisher Haley agreed to try to 
persuade Malcolm to collaborate 
on an autobiography. The por¬ 
trait that emerged was one of an 
intelligent, appealing and very 
angry black man in the process 
of growth. 

The Autobiography of Mal¬ 
colm X only appeared after Mal¬ 
colm's assassination in February 
1965, one of the political mur¬ 
ders of the 1960s that disfigured 
the political and moral landscape 
of the country. "He was the most 
electric personality I have ever 
met," concluded Haley in his Ep¬ 
ilogue. “and I stiU cant quite 
conceive him dead." 

Through Haley only complet¬ 
ed two years of college and had 
no formal training as a historian. 
The Autobiography of Malcolm 
X and Roots were of inestimable 
importance. He recorded and 
then popularized die impulses 
that lay at the heart of the cultu¬ 
ral reawakening of black Ameri¬ 
cans in the 1960s and 1970s. 
Roots was not a great novel ot 
historical work; but die idea be¬ 
hind it was a compelling one ana 
Uilxv mnflft ihe most of 1 L.B 


Haley made the most of it.R 

Alex Palmer H«ley, born New 
York,11 August, Wl.PnUgJ 
Prize for Fiction 1977, died 
Seattle 10 February 1992. ■ . 

The Independent 


MOVIE LEGEND Marlon Bran- ta 
do has just completed his power- ci 
ful performance as the Inquisitor Q 
Tomas De Torqucmada in Chris- C 
lopher Columbus: The Discov - is 
ery, directed by John Glen and cl 

S reduced by Alexander and Ilya C 
alkind. E 

The super-production also r< 

stars Tom Sclleck as King Fcrdi- o 

nand of Spain, Rachel Ward as a 
his Queen Isabella, and George ii 
Corraface as Christopher Colum¬ 
bus. They converged on Madrid C 
-with the rest of die cast and q 
crew, who previous to this had p 
filmed spectacular action scenes c 
at SL John in the US Virgin Is- g 
lands. r 

Pandemonium soon erupted in c 
Spain as news of the presence of v 
these superstars spread like wild- 1 ' 
fire. It didn't take long for report- t 
ers to find out where Lhc stars t 
were staying, and their hotel was c 
under virtual siege. Additional 1 

security had to be employed < 

both in the hotel and on the set. £ 
Veritable car chase scenes en- 1 
sued, with dozens of pursuing 
press bloodhounds hot on the j 

trail of Brando leaving the set, ' 
and battalions of others awaiting 1 

to ambush him at the hotel. Bat- < 

ties raged between security 1 

guards and over-enthusiastic me¬ 
dia at the hotel. On location, spe- i 

cial measures had to be em- I 

ployed to ensure that filming 
continued in relatively undis¬ 
turbed and quality conditions in 
breathtaking scuings. 

In contrast to the ceaseless 
frenzied vigil outside, the silence 
was absolute as Brando began 
filming his first scenes with Sel- 
Icck, ward and 
Corraface. 

Courtiers in 
elaborate cos¬ 
tumes moved 
aside as the In¬ 
quisitor Tor- 
riuemada 
(Brando) swept 
into o room 
decorated witii 
exquisite tapes¬ 
tries and price¬ 
less nigs in a 
Malaga for¬ 
tress. He was 
followed by 
King Ferdi¬ 
nand (Selleck) 
and Queen Isa¬ 
bella (Ward), 

the Monarch a maiesuc figure in 
full armor of black leather 
worked in gold and silver. 
Queen Isabella wore an elabo¬ 
rate gown which emphasized her 
exquisite grace W perfection. 

In this scene, Columbus (Cor¬ 
raface) learns of the King's vic¬ 
tory against ihe Moors and 
makes another desperate plea for 
their support. Another, .sumptu¬ 
ous selling was in the-castle of 
El Alcazar de Segovia, once the 
home of King Ferdinand and 
Queen Isabella. It was from here 
that she rode out to the main 
square to be acclaimed Queen of 

Castille. • ...... 

As the Monarchs' Inquisitor, 
Brando is an imposing figure, 
bringing to bear all of the power 
shown in his Oscar-winning per¬ 
formances in The Godfather and 
. On the Waterfront. 

It is rare that Brando can be 
persuaded io return to the screen, 
but the role of Torqupmada 
could almost be believed to be 


tailor-made for his legendary tal¬ 
ent. The driving force behind the 
Queen's zealous desire to bring 
Christianity to the world over, he 
is not impervious to her delicate 
charms — nor sympathetic to 
Columbus' proposed mission. 
Even when the intrepid explorer 
returns triumphant, with both 
converts and gold, he remains 
aloof and skeptical — yet grudg¬ 
ingly recognizes the exploit. 

Handsome, charismatic 
George Corraface proved his star 
quality by giving an impressive 
performance and holding his 
own even amongst such distin¬ 
guished company. Chosen by di¬ 
rector John Glen, he was the last 
discovery of Sir David Lean, 
who had signed him to play the 
lead in Nostromo. He was also 
die favorite film and theater ac¬ 
tor of director Peter Brook. In¬ 
deed, Marion Brando is said to 
have been very impressed by- 
Corraface’s performance when 
shown footage from the film on 
his arrival in Madrid. 

Tom Selleck Is of course fa¬ 
mous for Magnum, PJ. and 
Three Men and a Baby, and Eng¬ 
lish actress Rachel Ward was an 
overnight star after the success 
of7far Thornbirds. 

Academy Award winners 
abound on the set of this super- 
production: The screenplay is by 
John Briley, an Oscar laureate 
for Gandhi, and two-time Oscar 
winner Mario Puzo, whose cred¬ 
its include The Godfather and 
Superman, and, of course, Mar¬ 
lon Brando. In addition to the 
two Oscars won, he was nomi¬ 
nated for A Streetcar Named De- 




""\ \ 


sire , Viva Zapatal and Julius 
Caesari 

Superman producers Alexan¬ 
der and Ilya Salkind signed on 
lop director John Glen for Chris¬ 
topher. Columbus: The Discov¬ 
ery. He is renowned for the five 
most recent Bond movieS which, 
combined, - were the biggest 
grossers of the series; • . 

The three, official replicas of 
Columbus' ships, the "Santa 
Maria", "Pinto" and "Nina'.are 
used in the film, oart of thc con- 
tribution by the Quinto Centeno- 
rio Espama committee, who are 
giving their exclusive film col¬ 
laboration and assistance to the 
production. , 

Near completion, Christopher 
Columbus: The Discovery was 
filmed in Malta, Spain and the 
Virgin Islands. The film will be 
given a world-wide, release in 
Summer 1992 to coincide with 
the 500th anniversary celebra¬ 
tions of the. Discovery of Amen-? 
ca. ■ 


-J-Y 
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Programs on 
Jordan 


Television 
from 
29- February 
to 6 March 



ENGLISH PROGRAM 

SATURDAY 

8:30 — America's Funniest 
Home Videos. 

9:00— Encounter. 

9:30 — Stamps of Greatness: 
The life and works of Martin Lu¬ 
ther, the 16th century protestant 
reformer. 

10:00 — News in English. 

10:20 — Grim Pickings. A 
mini series: Betsy gets to meet 
her sons and grandsons at the ei¬ 
der farm, but her bossiness caus¬ 
es a lot of tension between them. 

SUNDAY 

8:30 — Empty Nest; Laveme, 
the doctor's nurse, goes on a va¬ 
cation and his previous nurse 
takes up the job temporarily. 

9:10 — Equinox: A scientific 
program on the scanner which 
helps doctors sec tiny details of 
the human body, especially in 
the brain. 

10:00 — News in English. 

10:20 — Grim pickings: Jere¬ 
my claims that the deceased, 
Daniel, paid him money as a 
partner in a business deal. The 
investigations annoy Betsy be¬ 
cause they mean disrupting the 
picking season. 

MONDAY 

8:30 — Land of Hope and Glo¬ 
ria: "Taste of England": Ameri¬ 
can tourists at Beaumont House 
ore given a taste of England. 

9:10 — Capital City: The Ikeda 
fund signs an agreement with 
Shane Longman and tries to 
change the working habits at 
Shane. The agreement is never 
completed, which pleases. Leo¬ 
nard who had feared a Japanese 
takeover. 

10:00 —■ News in English. 

10:20 — Gambler: Continua¬ 
tion of the story of Brady Hoax 




Burning Shore on Wednesday at 10:20 


Curnel AchlUes stars as 
GeorgeDuticek ihTeech, h\ ' 
Wednesdayat8:30 : 

Who weht after Mteordiiarig 
to sav^bls abdupted4ton, j t ;. •, 

;■ r TXJ^SpAY'- X- : X •. 

8:30 — Evening' ShadeX The 
coach TUdely insiiijs' Herinan’s 
father. v'.-Tci ;■ 

9:10 — (iolden, Years? WiUii, 


help, the old man manages easily 
to escape from being killed. 

10:00 — News in English. 

10:20 — G.B.H, "Message un¬ 
derstood'; Jim Nilson is attacked 
and his place is ransacked for in¬ 
formation that could damage Mi¬ 
chael's reputation as a politician. 

WEDNESDAY . 

8:30 — Teech. "Losers": Who 
will win the basketball game — 
The Lions or the Gazelles? 

9:10 — World of Audubon; 
Nothing is more ihrilling than 
the rc-discovcry of a .long- 
believed extinct species. A colo¬ 
ny of black-footed ferrets was 
relocated in Wyoming in 1981 
aflei" decades of absence. 

10:00 — News In English 
10.20 — Burning shore. 

THURSDAY 

8:30 — Spatz: Tony protends iq 
be the restaurant's manager, but . 
not for long. , * 

9:10 —N.B.A. Basketball. 

10:00 — News In English.!. 
10:20 — Movie of the week: 
"The Shell Seekers 1 * Starring 
Angela Lansbury: The film is 
abouL a sick widow who teaches 
her son and two daughters a val-. 
uablc lesson about love and its 
supremacy to material belong¬ 
ing- 

. FRIDAY. 

8:30 — Lenny: Lenny's father 
decides to go to Florida, while 
his mother refuses to leave her 
beloved'house and city, j 
9:10—Derrick. . 

10:00 — News in fchgILsh. 

.10:20 • Chancer: Jimmy 

Blake, the bank director^ plans to 
retire and tries to destroy Sle. 

. phen Crane 1 because he thinks 
• Stephen! is.; Conspiring Sgainst 
■ mm. •: ' • 1 .■ 


: fR gnch program 


6:30 — La famille Fontaine. 
7:00 — News in French. 

DIMANCHE 

5:30 — La Maison Bleue. A 
cartoon series. 

5:45 — G6oscope. A documen¬ 
tary program. 

6:10 — L‘6cole des fans. Chil¬ 
dren sing Ihe songs of their fa¬ 
vorite singers. 

7:00—News In French, 

7tl5 — Carnet de notes. A mu¬ 
sical program. 

LUNDI . 

6:00 — Le monde sous-marin 
de Jacqucs-Yves Cousteau. A 
documentary program about lifo 
imhesea. . 

?t00—News In French. 

7:15 — The Weekly Sports 
Magazine. 

;; Mardi 

6:00 — A.program for children. 
6:15 — Les fortues Ninja. A 
Cartoon series. 

6:30 — Marc et Sophie. A se¬ 
nes about two doctors. 

7:00—News in French. 

7:15 *— A selection of French 
songs. 

MERGREDI 

6:00 — A classical music pro¬ 
gram. .■■ • . \ 


JEANE DIXON’S 


ilrnimm 







7:00 —Newsin French. 

7:is — Azlmuts. A docunien- I 
tory program. 1 

’ • ' JEUDI 

6j 00 dpcumentaiy pro- 

A comedy se- 
nes^abopi Maguy and her hus- 

f:00 r^-News In french. 

7 * is—In ternationa I Circus. 

XXVENDRpbl ; X; ; fr - ' 

Fihn ^ ^ ^French . 

7:00 News in French. ; ! - 


AWES (21 March - 19 April): Do not let baseless fSZZ 
you o f-inick. TocianJ persuasion arc your strongMfe 
work. Lay your cards on die lablo. Deceit must not te nS 
to enter your personal relationships. 

TAURUS (20 April - 20 May): Focus on job efficiency health 
matters and labour conditions. A compromise can aiS 
chaos in the workplace. Replace outmoded methods An S 
lent week to adopt a new pci. CCh 

GEJVHNI (2! May - 20 June): Good fortune awaits you this 
week. When scheduling appointments in other cities, allow f« 
lime differences. Devote more attention to your close relation, 
snips. 

CANCER (21 June - 22 July): Smile and conceal that big stick 
you are carrying! Your past could be impacting on your present 
Treasure your memories without dwelling on what might have 
been. Dreams are full of significance. 

LEO (23 July - 22 August): Heed someone's body language — 
loved one may be holding something back. Do not discuss your 
financial dealings with friends. Shopping bargains can be found 
in your own neighborhood. 

VIRGO (23 August - 22 September): Taking a close look at the 
financial page will delight you. Plan ahead, devising new ways 
to reduce your work load. Relax at home this weekend after re¬ 
viewing next week's busy schedule. 

LIBRA (23 September - 22 October): Thwarting influences may 
upset your regular routine. Curb a tendency to think of T in¬ 
stead of "us." Teamwork will help you perform miracles. Avoid 
financial risks. Loved one shares a secret. 

SCORPIO (23 October - 21 November): Your home life may 
be topsy-turvy now. An unexj>ccicd guest will only add to the 
confusion. Do not try to hide a health or occupational problem. 
A friend will be glad to help you. 

SAGITTARIUS (22 November - 21 December): Be extra tact¬ 
ful if you sense you arc treading on sensitive iocs. Do not lump 
friends and business associates into the some category. Your in¬ 
tuition works great in boih finance and romance. 

CAPRICORN (22 December - 19 January); Communicatiow 
show tremendous improvement. Although a deal is pul back to¬ 
gether, certain promises may not be kept. Direct your anger only: 
at those who cause you problems. > 

AQUARIUS (20 January - 18 Fcbrunry): Pay more flUcntiw^ 
nuances and you will stay ahead of the crowd. A loo-goofl-t^ 
be-true financial deal should be bypassed. Give a present lojgs 
object of your affections! . yj| 

PISCES (19 February - 20 March): An explanation may 
make sense. Bide your lime; you will get more clues by week¬ 
end. Guard against giving the impression you have commiuw- 
yourself to something spurious. Counton mate’s support. . 

THIS WEEK'S CHILDREN combine mental agility withi man; 
ual dexterity. Wiuy and flexible, they can be hard to pin 
Give these easily distracted youngsters complete ®htu<re 
study. They lend to claim numerous "best" friends and are a y 
to flit from one romance to another before finally settling ao 
These children will be happiest in a profession that allows 
not to have to do the same thing regularly. They like to P 101 ™. 
own course and set their own priorities. 


SUBSCRIBE^: 
TO The Star 

Home delivery; 
every Thursday : 
at JD 15.000 on): 
annually. 
Call 648298 
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#ould You 

The big, bright ball 
Aji dropped in Times 
tpare at midnight on 
SjffYear’fiEve was octu- 
* fl sphere lit up by 
Sot 200 white lights. 
The whole contraption 
id nearly 200 


★ CROSSWORD PUZZLE ★ 


The small Delaware 
m of Hartly actually 
decided not to collect 
pnperty taxes for 1991. 
fte reason? A surplus in 
(ads provided by folks 
taught speeding through 


Sweden is about 10 
percent, larger in land 
ues than California. 

* * * 

The unit of measure- 
neat called the meter 
m first designed so the 
stumferenca of the 
Erth would equal about 
I) million of them. 

* • * 

One light year is about 
53 trillion miles. 


Solution 


ACROSS 

I Thrash 
5 In a higher 
place 

10 Offshoots 

14 Com I oit 

15 Artificial 
wulorwuy 

t6 Foivor 

17 Ability 
with plants 

19 Muauiiro 
of laud 

20 List of 
candidates 

21 Small urea 

23 Gucolul 
true 

24 Direction 

27 Wot lowland 

29 Looking 
glasses 

32 Relative 
rank 

35 Sheep 

36 Clip 

38 Hide 

39 Mountains 
in Europe 

41 Rowed 

43 Reflected 
sound 

VlW» ll.lMIIK Ml' llia 


44 Bend 

46 Jewoled 
headdress 

48 Zodiac 
sign 

49 Tulkirig 
bird 

51 Splash 

53 Stories 

55 Headliner 

56 Mineral 
spring 

58 Latvian 

60 Circular 
figures 

84 — Blanc 

66 Film of a 
Inp 

69 Cry of pain 

70 Person 

71 Skin 

72 Jane or 
Zane 

73 Correct 
texts 

74 Notices 

DOWN 

1 Asks for 
charily 

2 Nobleman 

3 Cruising 


4 Seesaw 

5 Deed 

6 Nonsense! 

7 Burden 

8 Shoe parts 

9 Jostles 

10 Cry of 
surprise 

11 Container 

12 Earthy 
deposit 

13 Plnni part 
16 Approaches 
22 Makes lace 
25 London 

district 
28 Pay for 

28 Deck 
officer 

29 Valletta's 
land 

30 Signifi¬ 
cance 

31 Loose 
garments 

33 Sealing 
attendant 

34 Scare away 

35 Coarse file 
37 Harvests 
40 Marsh bird 
42 Mildoulh 


45 Head 
47 In any way 
50 Grow molars 
52 Units of 
boy bcouis 
54 Play a 
guitar 

56 Pollution 
item 

57 Rain hard 
59 Make docile 

61 S-shaped 
molding 

62 Whimpai 

63 Collections 
65 will ba 

done" 

67 Enclosed 
truck 

68 Terminate 



pan Hiua mu 

HUH lull uu 
1HHHHH Hill ill 
uuihl HHIU 

a ■■■■a mi 

HUH Uj 


lli I 


HHU Hill HUB 

mmmm huh Smbi 


JORDAN BRIDGE 


(ibassmi Cihaneni 


fsuld you bid them ? 

DaS.!i 1 !f nd T *? 1 camc on tbc last Sunday 
^ 81 ^Jordan Bridge Association: 

. Mer* Both Vulnerable. 


A week earlier we were playing against Ahmad 
and his regular partner Awwod Haddad, silting 
EW we bid the following slam: 


iqj 32 nr 

JJ5M W E 
Sl75 ' S 


* 432 
V A 105 
4 AK87 5 
*Q4 


* A K64 
¥ Q7 

4 K7S 

* K Q 9 5 


N 

W E 
S 


north 
1 5 * • 

Pass 


EAST 

24 

Double 

Pass 


WEST 
2 * 

Pass 

Pass 


s ? n * c clarification . rilling 
.to ujvuuga^ few slam in view of 

not iruenrene 

■tAkSff bftw* a 80od hind: 

*«2? v * ,ubWc * ,hc * T bidding 

flojrtiil W 4 * anyhow. : 

■****** DOP1 «P 

watching and did 
After you see both bands it... 


WEST 

IN 

2 4 

3 ♦ (2) 

3 N (4) 

46 

4 ♦ 

5* 


f A K 943 

♦ 9762 

♦ A J86 

EAST 

2 * 

34(1) 

3 V (3) 
44(5) 

4 V 
5V 
64 


Afamad led the 4A and soon the hand was over, 

* 50 % slam ". Afimad commented^ 

(1) Relay. (2) Another four cards c£ a minor (3) 
Which minor. (4) Clubs. (5) Cue bids. 

The problem of bidding the* * 1 “ 
of tfciMs you c^ notcon^de thcjr exact 

perccorages during bidding. What is tne 

bid' them, but in teams bid them 

ffing » with ihe fir* hand and 3N wilh Ujc 
second would have produced an excellent score 
without taking risks. 




THE FAR SIDE 


THE STAR 15 


By GARY LARSON 



"Well, I’m not sure.... You don't carry any other 
styles?" 


4 















































































